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© Features — 
Famous photographer of 80 — 
years brings work to NE CC 


Local residents Serenity, 6, and Kianaly, also 6, pose with Santa Claus at a holi- 
day party held recently. For more pictures, see the back of this issue. 


Event brings festivities 
and knowledge of other 
holiday traditions 


By LIANE AMICO 
Contributing Reporter 


On Wed. Dec. 7, NECC held its 
annual Seasonal and Children's 
Holiday Party. It was a magical 
event complete with holiday music, 
creating jolly spirits throughout the 
lobby of the Sports and Fitness 
Center on the Haverhill campus. 

Children, students, faculty and 
staff members celebrated holiday tra- 
ditions from an array of different cul- 
tures. Helping with the event were 
the baseball team, cross country, 
women and men's basketball teams, 
and the Student Senate who sat at 
tables assisting children with arts and 
crafts, decorating gingerbread men, 
fundraising, and holding a 50/50 raf- 
fle and a toy drive. 

“It's a very nice collaborative 
effort,” said Nita Lamborghini, assis- 
tant dean of College Life. 

Along with Christmas, there 
were many other holidays celebrated 
which occur around this time of year. 
Detailed displays, placed where the 
pool tables are usually located, 
described the traditions of such holi- 
days as Three Kings Day, Hanukkah, 
Chinese New Year, and Kwanzaa. 

“The theme is a multicultural 
holiday celebration,’ said Dina 
Brown, coordinator of Student 
Activities and Orientation, who was 
spotted briefly with Santa. 

There was also a classroom filled 
with foods, beverages and desserts 
from a variety of cultures for all to 


enjoy. Some goodies included salsa 
dip, Spanish rice, chicken tacquitos, 
chicken fingers, fried rice and sand- 
wich platters. 

“I made the chicken vegetable 
fried rice. Everything is organic, no 
MSG,” explained Nancy Henry, who 
works in Student Activities on the 
Lawrence campus. 

Henry represented the Asian 
community and has been attending 
this event for six years now. 

“IT assist with the coordinator. I 
feel very happy to see a special 
event,” Henry said. “This year had a 
lot, a lot of children, 50 percent more 
than last year.” 

There was plenty of entertain- 
ment for the young ones. Children 
wandered from table to table nib- 
bling on gingerbread men and 
women, while picking up candy 
canes, miniature dreidels, holiday 
pencils and sharpeners, and creating 
their own ornaments and presents. 
Such activities included snowman or 
penguin notepads, beaded penguin 
charm pins, snowflake ornaments, 
Feliz Navidad snowmen, reindeers 
made out of popsicle sticks, and sock 
snowmen. The children stored their 
goodies in homemade holiday bags, 
which they decorated themselves. 

About an hour into the celebra- 
tion, Santa arrived with his helper to 
pose for pictures with the children. 
He was the star of the evening. 
Children, parents and NECC students 
stood in a long line which stretched 
halfway through the lobby to sit with 
Santa. 

Baseball players were scattered 
throughout the lobby assisting with 
various activities. 

“It's good helping out the kids 
and stuff,” said Todd Hodgdon, 19, 
Criminal Justice major and NECC 


baseball player. 

“The baseball team participates 
in this every year,” said head coach 
of the baseball team, Kerry Quinlan. 

Marissa Galante, Coordinator 
from the Student Social Services 
Department, was also present. She 
not only helped with crafts, but also 
encouraged participation in the 
department's First Annual Toy Drive. 

“Since I started here, I've been 
attending this event,” Galante said. 
“T'm trying to get word out to every- 
one to donate toys for students who 
may need help.” 

The toys from the toy drive will 
provide holiday help to NECC stu- 
dents who have children under the 
age of 12. Donations must be made 
by Dec. 16 and can be dropped off at 
Student Social Services in Lawrence, 
Room L134 or Haverhill, Room 
SC103E. 

Student Senate held a 50/50 raf- 
fle at the celebration, half of which 
will go towards Student Senate activ- 
ities and the other half to the winner, 
after taxes. Tickets were sold for one 
dollar per ticket or seven tickets for 
five dollars. Ticket sales had reached 
almost $400 nearing the end of the 
event. 

Rosa Vasquez was the winner of 
the raffle, with the lucky ticket num- 
ber 188700. According to the 
President of Student Senate, Robert 
Cook, 29, she may have purchased 
three tickets. 

, “Just one ticket is all it really 
takes,” said Cook. 

The annual celebration was a 
memorable event which provided 
entertainment for both the young and 
the old. 

“It's a lot of work,” said Henry. 
“But well worth it!” 


Spidents sp eak 


> Arts 


Annual Performance of 
‘Christmas Carol’ pleases 


against Disnee 


Some interns upset 
with conditions at 
Disney program 


By J. TILMAN CORMIER 
Contributing Reporter 


The internet site promises 
magic, money and experience. One 
way or another, it will be an experi- 
ence, all right..A Walt Disney World 
recruiter touted its college student 
internship program to interested stu- 
dents on the NECC campus last 
month. According to Disney's 
recruiter for the northeast, Amalia 
"Dina" Potter, the purpose of the 
internship is to gain experience with 
a world-respected company and thus 
increase a student's marketability. 

"Disney is one of the three 
biggest recognizable brand names in 
the world,"said Potter. She also 
stressed the student's development 
of interpersonal skills with bosses as 
well as in a team atmosphere. 

According to Kathy Proietti, 
assistant dean of business, math, sci- 
ence and technology at NECC, the 
internship gives students the “oppor- 
tunity to work a paid internship 


while maintaining a full-time stu- 
dent status." Potter did not point out 
the symbiotic nature of the relation- 
ship during the presentation; namely 
that Disney in return receives cheap 
labor that the can plug in anywhere 
once they get the students to 
Orlando. 

NECC student Jeff Shea left 
after two months this past year. 

"You meet people from all over 
the world, and it's the kind of expe- 
rience that makes you grow up," 
said Shea. He met students from 
countries such as Brazil, Japan and 
Hong Kong, and all of them spoke 
English pretty well. 

But Shea was quickly disillu- 
sioned by the actuality of the job. 
He said that many students fully 
enjoyed their time there, but many 
others soured on the experience. 

Shea said that he was promised 
an "Adventureland" ride operation 
before he made the trip down. 
However, immediately after arriving 
and signing some documentation, he 
received a phone call notifying him 
that he was transferred to a position 
as a park greeter. 


See Disney, page 5 


Brooklyn poets 
perform at NECC 


Alixa and Naima of 
‘Climbing PoeTree’ 
inspire social 
consciousness 


By MELIssA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Alixa Garcia and Naima 
Penniman of the self-described 
“Heart Beat Soul Sister Warrior 
Spoken-Word” duo called “Climbing 
PoeTree” have reinvented the tired 
poetry reading into an emotional 
experience that can better be 
described as performance art. On 
Nov. 28, Alixa and Naima brought 
their art to NECC as part of their sec- 
ond national poetry tour. 

Based in Brooklyn, N.Y., Alixa 
and Naima use their skill as writers 
and their passion as activists to craft 
single and two-voiced poems that 
explore political and social issues 


such as racism, civil rights, sexuality, 
global politics, and women's empow- 
erment. “Poetry is our weapon, our 
medicine, our voice, (and) our 
vision,” say Alixa and Naima. 

The performance took place at 
noon on a Monday and was not heay- 
ily advertised, and so there were only 
26 people in attendance. This was 
not a hindrance to Alixa and Naima, 
however, who simply asked everyone 
in the audience to move up to the 
front in order to create a more inti- 
mate atmosphere. 

With only a brief introduction, 
the duo jumped right into their per- 
formance, proclaiming that the first 
poem, “Diamond” (which is written 
by Alixa), was dedicated to the 
women in the audience. 

“Freedom from within shapes 
bone structure so we can stand up 
better,” Alixa began, and then the two 
women proceeded to weave their 
voices in a message of empowerment 
that was part poem, part music, and 
all soulfulness. 


See Poets, page 9 
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Disney should treat 
interns more fairly 


In the past few issues of the 
Observer, we have seen, and shown, 
that there are some problems surfacing 
with the Disney internship program 
here at Northern Essex. 

The program works like this: 
Students here get to go to Florida to 
work for Disney, and essentially get- 
ting paid for it if so willing, while earn- 
ing college credits here. 

According to the article that starts 
on the cover of this issue, there is more 
to it than what is advertised by the 
glowing advertisements and the boast- 
ed remarks about the fabulous opportu- 
nity to be stuck in a giant mouse suit 
for hours on end in the sweltering heat 
while you’re working for minimum 
wage in an environment where half of 
the money, at least, is automatically 
taken back from you to cover room and 
board and food. 

We’re college students, not slave 
labor. 


In all fairness, however, the bad 
stories that describe these absolutely 
inexcusable living and working condi- 
tions are only agreed upon in half of 
the student stories that we hear. The 
other half, as if it made no sense at all, 
are all for the interning program and 
consider it to be a vaulable experience. 

The point we are trying to illustrate 
however is that a 50/50 split in 
approval in the program shouldn’t be 
the end of it. If anything, Mickey 
Mouse and all of his ficticious allies 
should be working to gain approval 
across the board, even if that means 
treating some of these college students 
like they’re actually human. 

The biggest question here is why 
these students are paid minimum wage 
by a company that is practically domi- 
nating the children’s movie world. 

Disney makes millions, if not bil- 
lions, annually through it’s motion pic- 
tures and products all around the 
world—why not use the money in a 
constructive manner more meaningful 
than fancy steak dinners for the CEO? 
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How do you feel about the lighting of Boston’s 
“Holiday” tree instead of a “Christmas” one? 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the observer email system 


We prefer submissions via email: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 


and the New England Press Association. 


Melissa Eaton, Psychology 
“It’s always been called a Christmas 


tree. I think it’s kind of stupid.” 


Eliese Rankle, Business 

“I don’t celebrate Christmas. But a 
“Christmas” tree and a ‘Holiday’ tree 
aren't the same thing to me. If they 
really want to cater to all religions, 
then the government shouldn’t even 
throw city lightings.” 


Ryan McKenna, Liberal Arts 
“It’s incredibly stupid. Screw other 
religions - in fact, why don’t we just 
cancel out religions? Get rid of 
Santa Claus while we’re at it.” 
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Opinions 


It’s lights out this Christmas 


Holiday cheer is 
painful to the eyes 


By JACKEE FITZGERALD 
Contributing Reporter 


It’s December, the last month of 
the year. It is in this month where 
something truly fascinating occurs 
that can only be explained as the race 
to decorate the outside of your home 
with as many lights 
as possible in order 
to display your holi- 
day cheer. This offi- 
cially begins in 
November, usually 
the weekend fol- 


WEO,EWr inn ¢ 
Thanksgiving or 
possibly that 


evening. The latter 
applies to that one 
neighbor who manages to be the first 
on your block with the lights up 
every year. It’s incredible how it hap- 
pens practically overnight. It’s as if 
sometime after his turkey dinner, but 
before he arrived in line at Wal-Mart 
for the Black Friday early bird spe- 
cial, he managed to outline his entire 
home in twinkle lights and litter his 
lawn with inflatable glowing things 
like a polar bear, snowman and a 
large puppy with a Santa hat. 

I’m driving through my neigh- 
borhood, noticing the competition 
between people to have bigger and 
better lights and decorations, when I 
realize there’s something insanely 
wrong with what the holiday season 


has come to be. Don’t get me wrong, 
I enjoy this time of year as much as 
anyone else, but since when did it 
become mandatory for everything to 
be so over the top? 

There seems to be new decora- 
tions developing daily, as if to entice 
these competitive decorators. The 
inflatable lawn ornaments for 
instance, are apparently all the rage, 
but are quite possibly the most 
annoying decorations out there, espe- 
cially if you have more than one. The 
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Don’t get me wrong, I enjoy this time 
of year as much as anyone else, but 
since when did it become manadatory 
for everything to be so over the top? 


most recent adaptation of this is an 
inflatable snow globe that actually 
blows snow around the cheerful hol- 
iday character of your choice. If 
you're familiar with 125 in the 
Bradford section of Haverhill, you 
may have witnessed the fire hazard 
across the street from the Mobile sta- 
tion. This home was pretty decked 
out last year, but has followed the 
trend and gone completely insane 
this year. There are enough lights on 
this house to entertain a group of 
ravers for three days. This home does 
not have one inch of lawn not cov- 
ered in some inflatable creation. 
What possesses people to do some- 
thing like that? 


Then of course there are the peo- 
ple who try to be original and start 
their own decorating trends. This 
rarely works and can be found in 
many forms, because it’s pretty much 
your own creation. My favorite has 
to be the people who attempt to wash 
a rainbow of color across their home 
and pass it off as festive. Basically, 
spotlights are faced at your home, 
each one is a different color and they 
make your home look as if it was 
engulfed by a rainbow. Please note 
that I have wit- 
nessed a monstros- 
ity such as this not 
on one home, but 
two. The _ first 
home débuted the 
rainbow last winter 
and has displayed 
it all year since. 
Each time I drive 
by there is only 
question in my 
mind; why? 

My point is that we need to 
digress. Whatever happened to sim- 
ple décor? What’s wrong with a few 
strings of lights near the front door, 
wreaths, or, dare I say, a manger? No, 
a manger might represent the true 
meaning of the holiday season too 
much. It has been reserved exclusive- 
ly for church lawns where if it is not 
encased in glass the baby Jesus is 
certain to be stolen by young hood- 
lums of the night. This really hap- 
pens; it’s not just a joke. The baby 
Jesus in the Boston Common has 
been stolen on several Christmases. 
One. year officials waited until 
Christmas Day to put the figure out 


Bush vs. Freedom 
of the Press 


Bushs plans to bomb 
Al Jazeera are hypo- 
critical of his ‘views’ 


By JONI QUINN 
Contributing Reporter 


The First Amendment to the 
Constitution says that Congress shall 
make no law abridging the freedom 
of speech or of the press. It is 
because of this amendment that the 


US bombings, as well as gruesome 
beheadings and messages from Al 
Qaeda. According to the British 
newspaper the Daily Mirror, citing a 
secret Downing Street memo, 
President Bush was only prevented 
by the British prime minister from 
his intention to bomb the headquar- 
ters of Al Jazeera. 

It is amazing how the leader of 
the free world can be so dead set 
against one of its most powerful and 
ancient freedoms. The people of this 
country have every right to know 
what is going on in the government 


mistake. In November 2002, a US 
missile destroyed Al Jazeera’s office 
in Kabul, Afghanistan. US officials 
said this was also a mistake. They 
thought the target was a terrorist site 
and did not know it was the news 
office. Considering the new informa- 
tion about Bushis plot to bomb Al 
Jazeera, makes it extremely hard to 
believe that these incidents in the 
past were mistakes. Perhaps the only 
reason that these events were docu- 
mented as accidents is because this 
time there was no leak of informa- 
tion. 


government cannot q We as 
prohibit the press Americans need 
from printing infor- to join the fight to 


mation that may not 
shed the best of light 
on everyone. To be 
more specific, I’m 
speaking of our cur- 
rent president, 
George Bush. It has 
been known _ that 
Bush does not think 
highly of the press ever since he was 
caught badmouthing a reporter. On 
Sept. 4, 2000 at a Labor Day event in 
Naperville, Ill, Bush was heard, 
through a live microphone he was 
unaware of, saying to his running 
mate Dick Cheney: “There’s Adam 
Clymer, major league (expletive 
removed) from the New York 
Times.” 

His most recent attack on the 
press, however, is much more dis- 
turbing. It has been reported that 
Bush plotted to bomb the headquar- 
ters of Al Jazeera. It was this station 
that showed civilian casualties after 


It is amazing that the leader of the free 
world can be so dead set against one of 
its most powerful and ancient free- 
doms. 


and especially with the war. Perhaps 
his motivation for wanting to silence 
the press overseas is because he does 
not want his secrets known to us, the 
American people. It is already 
becoming known that we were mis- 
led into this war to begin with con- 
sidering the fact that no actual 
weapons of mass destruction were 
ever found. What other dirty little 
secrets is our president hiding from 
us? 

In April 2003, an Al Jazeera jour- 
nalist died when its Baghdad office 
was hit during a US bombing cam- 
paign, a strike that is claimed to be a 


make this latest 
incident public. 


There have 
already been 
protests by jour- 
nalists in 
Islamabad and 
Peshawar to urge 
the US and 


British governments to make the 
entire details of the memo in ques- 
tion public. We need to follow their 
lead and take action. It is our funda- 
mental right to know what the gov- 
ernment, Bush in particular, is doing 
when it comes to the war, especially 
when it comes to trying to stop our 
first amendment fights. As 
Americans we should be fighting to 
protect our rights and the rights of 
others. Do not let our own president 
try to silence the press and our right 
to know the truth about what is going 
on in the world around us. 


on the common to avoid theft, but it 
was still stolen. It’s trendy to be the 
kid who stole baby Jesus from his 
local church lawn. It’s even better to 
be the man who stumbles upon Jesus, 
who was discarded after being stolen, 
because quite obviously he is local 
hero material. 

I’m not asking for a miracle, just 
a holiday season without soaring 


energy bills. Wouldn’t it be interest- 
ing if for just once the holidays could 
be celebrated more simplistically? It 
wouldn’t be about the lights or the 
rush to buy gifts at half price. It could 
be about family and good times. This 
year, try to look past the commercial- 
ization and appreciate the holidays as 
they were meant to be. 


The following letter is from 


Professor Peter Flynn, on behalf of 


NECCPA and the faculty, to 
President Hartleb. The Observer 
reprints it here. 


Dear President Hartleb, 


The issue of faculty salary for 
under-enrolled DCE courses contin- 
ues to be of great concern to the fac- 
ulty and professional staff at 
Northern Essex. We feel that the cur- 
rent college policy is extremely arbi- 
trary since the number defined as 
adequate is not only comparatively 
high, but it is disconnected from the 
actual number of enrolled students 
necessary to achieve full pay. Given 
the convoluted nature of this system, 
Northern Essex was the only com- 
munity college in the state to raise 
the number of students to achieve 
full pay upon the implementation of 
the new DCE collective bargaining 
agreement. This occurred in the face 
of a state-wide agreement where the 
MCCC was assured that this would 
not happen until at least until the 
summer session of 2006. 

We have learned that Bristol and 
Middlesex Community College do 


Letter to Hartleb 


not prorate faculty salaries. Courses 
either run at full pay or the course is 
not offered. In addition, Holyoke 
has also stopped the pro rata/per 
capita payment of DCE courses upon 
the recommendation of the Faculty 
Senate and MCCC local chapter. It is 
also important to note that other 
nearby campuses treat their faculty 
and students in a much different 
manner in regard to the number nec- 
essary for full pay. At North Shore 
Community College the number is 
10/11 depending on faculty pay step. 
The number at Bunker Hill is 12 and 
10 at Roxbury. 

This situation has seriously con- 
tributed to lowering DCE faculty 
morale at our college and limits 
course availability for students. At its 
meeting of Oct. 31, 2005, the 
Northern Essex _ Professional 
Association unanimously voted to 
ask that you end this practice regard- 
ing under-enrolled courses and pay 
faculty their step appropriate salary 
for teaching their assigned course(s). 

Sincerely, 


Peter Flynn 
NECCPA President 


Christmas shopping 
becomes madness 


Dear Editor, 

In the opinion article “Oh Come 
All Ye Pathetically stupid” of the 
Nov. 23 issue, I will have to say that 
Dustin Luca is a psychic. He said 
“The holiday shopping season, a sig- 
nificant bulk of it anyway, is a period 
of less than a month that begins 
“Black Friday,’ the industry term for 
the busiest shopping day of the year 
(the day after thanksgiving)”. On that 
“Black Friday,” Friday Nov. 25th 
was the worst day to go to the 
Rockingham mall in Salem, New 
Hampshire or anywhere near Salem 
for that matter. 

I was warned ahead of time that 
the mall would be packed. but I did- 
n’t know it was going to be packed 
with “animals”. It was such a horri- 
ble day. Just trying to find a parking 
spot took an hour and I was told off 
by this rude lady that accused me of 


taking her parking spot. She didn’t 
even have her signal light on indicat- 
ing that she wanted it. 

By the time I started shopping, 
there were only “leftovers” and the 
lines were ridiculous and I tried to 
get the “perfume ladies” to ring me 
up at their register but it didn’t work. 
After waiting in line for hours I was 
glad that I was done shopping for the 
day and that I would never go shop- 
ping the day after Thanksgiving 
again. Thank God the shopping mad- 
ness will be over after Christmas. 


Giselle Vega 

Editorial comment: — Black 
Friday is hell. I've worked retail on 
this day for six consecutive years, 
and needless to say: Your experience 
doesn t suprise me. You're lucky that 
the woman didnt try killing you for 
that space. --DL 


Campus needs more 
security at night 


Dear Editor: 


We need some security guards 
during the night. It’s 9:15 p.m., 
Thursday night, and I am walking out 
of the C building. It’s dark and scary. 
I’m now waiting for my ride and 
there’s no one left besides me and the 
parking lot is empty. This has been a 
typical statement I have heard over 
and over from students who have to 
wait to be picked up from schools 
during the night classes. I think this is 
a huge risk that some of these stu- 


dents take. I have heard of cases 
where because of night classes, stu- 
dents have come into problems with 
strangers. My suggestion is to both 
place monitor cameras and security 
guards patrolling these’ areas. 
Sometimes I don’t walk through 
some of these areas because of the 
lack of light. Maybe placing more 
light will solve the problem. We need 
your help, thank you. 
Sincerely, 


Yordania Medina 
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Should everyone in America 
really be published anyway? 


PublishAmerica 
makes promises it 
can t deliver 
By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 
So youive 
written a 200- 
_ page _— novel. 
What are you 
going to do 
now? 
To the 


internet-saavy, 
November is 
. known as 
National Novel 
Writing Month, 
or NaNoWriMo for short. At the 
NaNoWriMo website, the guidelines 
for the month are highlighted: you 
have 30 days to get a 50,000 word 
novel out on paper. Sounds difficult? 
Very. Many people attempt this year 
after year, only to be met with failure. 
Amateur writer Dino Pollard is one 
of these people. Or at least, he was: 
this year, he managed to complete his 
story with a grand total of 51,404 
words. Pollard writes on his weblog: 
“I’ve sent it out to a few people for 
comments to see what they think. 
Once I start receiving feedback on it, 
I start the revision process. 
Eventually it will find its way to the 
public in some form - either through 
an ‘original fiction site... or even - 
dare | jinx it - actual publication.” 
One of those few people he men- 
tioned? None other than yours truly. 
We talked about the novel, and then 
he mentioned he had been looking at 
PublishAmerica to distribute his 
book, which I quickly argued against. 
PublishAmerica is a book-print- 
ing company that boasts of publish- 
ing over 15,000 talented new authors 
to date. It compares its companyis 
standards as up to par with that of a 
larger, commercially-successful pub- 


lishing house. The only difference is 
that to get published at 
PublishAmerica, you donit need an 
agent. All you need is yourself, your 
manuscript, and an e-mail account. 
PublishAmerica is popular with 
young, college-age poets and writers 
especially, due to the flexibility, ease, 
and virtually no effort necessary after 
getting the book on the shelf. 

Sounds good so far? Then why 
are so many established authors 
speaking out against it? Could it be 
jealousy? Are these writers worried 
about PublishAmerica’s “thousands” 
of “new and undiscovered” talents 
usurping their slots on the top best- 
seller lists? 

Doubtful. The chances of a new 
young author knocking off a best- 
seller are slim to 
none. The chances 
of even making it 
on the bestseller list 
are minimal, In 
fact, forget best- 
seller lists altogeth- 
er - you’re lucky if 
you can even get 
your book in the 
bookstore through 
PublishAmerica. 
Although it openly 
advertises title availability in major 
book retailers, all this really means is 
that if the reader knows he wants to 
buy your book, he can special order it 
through places like Borders or 
Barnes & Noble. One of the advan- 
tages of brick-and-mortar stores over 
online retailers is the ability to 
browse. How often have you gone 
into a bookstore not knowing what 
you wanted, and just picked up what- 
ever caught your eye? To the casual 
consumer, who has more than likely 
never heard of your book, you have 
no market. 

There are many reasons why 
stores choose not to carry certain 
titles, and especially, 
PublishAmerica titles. First of all, 
they’re pricey - an average brand- 
new paperback goes for about 
$24.95. When I bought Chuck 


Palahniuk’s last book at Barnes & 
Noble, it was only $14.95 after the 
cover price discounts the store pro- 
vides for new releases, and that was 
in hardcover. 

Reason #2 as to Why Bookstores 
Won’t Carry Your Book: up until 
October 2005, all titles were non- 
returnable. Basically, if the bookstore 
was to order a boxful, they'd be stuck 
with a boxful until they were sold 
out. Since new authors through 
PublishAmerica get virtually no mar- 
keting or promotion, what are the 
chances that your book is going to 
sell out of stores within a reasonable 
time frame? 

Because of these factors, you can 
understand that the problem with 
PublishAmerica is that, while not 
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Thirty published sci-fi and fantasy authors 
decided to pool their talents together in 
one noble effort: to write the worst book in 
the history of mankind. 


specifically a vanity press, it func- 
tions in such a way that you’re only 
selling within your social circle: to 
family, friends, and co-workers. 
PublishAmerica offers two things to 
its authors upon entering a contract: 
1.) a fat, juicy advance to the grand 
total of one whole dollar, and 2.) a 
couple of: author’s copies. Now, 
chances are you have more than two 
important people in your life that you 
want to give your book to. This is 
when the author purchases more of 
his own books. And if an author 
plans on attempting a tour or a book 
signing, he needs to buy all copies 
himself. And since they were non- 
returnable to begin with, anything he 
doesn’t sell, he’s stuck with. 
PublishAmerica claims to reject 
about 80 percent of submissions, a 
claim that was actually tested by a 


group of angry sci-fi and fantasy 
writers after a branch of 
PublishAmerica’s site made a 
derogatory remark towards the genre. 
At AuthorsMarket.net, the following 
comment was made: “...beware of 
published authors who are self- 
crowned experts. When they tell you 
what to do and not to do in getting 
your book published, always first ask 
them what genre they write. If it’s 
sci-fi or fantasy, run. They have no 
clue about how it is to write real-life 
stories, and how to find them a 
home.” 

In response, thirty published sci- 
fi and fantasy authors decided to pool 
their talents together in one noble 
effort: to write the worst book in the 
history of mankind. 

And they did! 
The book was 
called Atlanta 
Nights. It was sub- 
mitted to 
PublishAmerica 
under the pseudo- 
nym “Travis Tea” 
(say it three times 
fast) and was 
accepted several 
days later. It was 
under contract for 
months, until the group of authors 
came out with the hoax, when short- 
ly afterward, PublishAmerica retract- 
ed its contract. PublishAmerica, 
however, claimed to retract it after 
getting to a chapter mid-way through 
the book the was complete gibberish 
and written with a computer software 
program that scrambled text. It con- 
tained glorious passages like “Don’t 
worry about me. She thought. She 
put in his pants again and on her 
shoulder, the wall. She was a mid- 
night snack to pay to let a horrible 
noise. Steven?” PublishAmerica sent 
Mr. Travis Tea a message declaring 
that they thought the chapter had not 
been revised and should be looked at 
again. Either way, it only shows that 
PublishAmerica does not even bother 
to read manuscripts before accepting 
them. 


The last reason to beware of 
PublishAmerica is the fact that virtu- 
ally no editing is done. There certain- 
ly isn’t editing for content: if some- 
thing happens in a story that doesnit 
make sense to the reader, no one is 
going to say anything to you about it 
(see above you let example frown). 
They do have copy-editors, but 
they’re often accused of doing a very 
poor job. The amount of typos found 
in a PublishAmerica book is at a 
much higher and more frequent rate 
than those found from a respected 
publisher. The majority of grammati- 
cal corrections rest on the author, 
which is a given in any Situation, but 
unlike other publishing houses that 
may reject a manuscript for shoddy 
editing mistakes, apparently, careful 
look over your work isnit as impor- 
tant to PublishAmerica. 

So even after all these considera- 
tions, why is PublishAmerica so 
wildly popular? Maybe these prob- 
lems don’t occur to most authors. But 
mostly, I think it is just an author’s 
desire to see their name in print. To 
write something, publish it, and give 
it to their friends and family. But to 
anyone who wrote a novel last 
month, let me just add that it’s pretty 
cool to see your name in print now; 
but come back a year later, when 
nobody but your parents and your 
best friend have read your book and 
you aren’t making any money. Not 
only that, , but because of 
PublishAmerica’s high rate of 
accepting manuscripts,. being pub- 
lished by them is not seen as a great 
achievement by the rest of the indus- 
try. See how cool you think it is then. 
For that experience, I could’ve just 
printed out my novel and given it to 
my friends. No additional cost to 
myself or my reputation. For more 
information on PublishAmerica, 
check out www.sfwa.org/beware/. 
And if you’re really bored, you read 
the full-length edition of Atlanta 
Nights at 
www.critters.critique.org/sting/. 


Is it a lack of education... or maybe 
just plain common sense? 


Why do people drive 
drunk if they know 
better? 


By JONI QUINN 
Contributing Reporter 


One of the best ways college stu- 
dents like to blow off steam after a 
big exam or just to celebrate the 
weekend’s arrival is to go to the bar 
with their friends. Everyone’s having 
a great time laughing and talking, the 
rounds keep coming, and you can’t 
help but feel all the tension from the 
week drift away. Closing time rolls 
around and you start to say your 
goodbyes as everyone fishes out their 
keys. Once you're in the car and 
about to put the key into the ignition, 
is it really a lack of education on 
alcohol awareness or are you just 
ignoring your common sense when 
you put the car in drive and head out 
on the road? 

People are always teaching us the 


dangers of alcohol, from our parents, 
friends, teachers, even TV commer- 
cials. From a tender age we are 
taught not to drink until we are old 
enough, and once we hit our teens it 
is drilled into our brains not to drink 
and drive. There comes a time when 
you are told something over and over 
and over again, that it becomes com- 
mon sense. So why is 
it that despite being 
told for years not to 
drive drunk most of us 
still do? It’s not 
because we have not 
been educated on the 
dangers of alcohol but 
because we choose to 
ignore that little voice 
inside that tells us to 
call for a ride. What's 
that voice’s name again...? Oh yeah, 
common sense! 

According to DWI statistics, 42 
percent of all fatal alcohol related car 
accidents are caused by people 
between the ages of 16 and 24. 
Funny how this seems to be the age 
group we are constantly trying to 


educate on alcohol awareness. How 
much education can you provide 
someone with before we start to real- 
ize that itis not a lack of it that is 
causing people to drink and drive? 
It’s more like a lack of listening to 
our commonsense before we get 
behind the wheel. 

NECC recently had National 
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It’s not because we haven’t been edu- 
cated... we choose to ignore that little 
voice... what’s that voice’s name again? 
Oh yeah, common sense! 


Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week. 
It included a presentation on reduc- 
ing risky decisions regarding alcohol 
by Tim Lena, Student Assistant 
Coordinator at Timberlane 
Highschool, and a presentation on 
making wise choices about alcohol 
that promised educational games and 


prizes for those that attended. I won- 
der how many of the people that 
attended those presentations went out 
that weekend, had a few too many, 
and yet, drove home? My guess 
would be quite a few. 

How much more money and time 
are we going to waste on people that 
choose to ignore common sense and 
then complain 
that they aren’t 
pt epoer ly 
informed on the 
dangers of alco- 
hol? Donit get 
me wrong, I’m 
all for educating 
young teens and 
young adults on 
the dangers but 
once we reach a 
certain age and point in our lives, it’s 
time to step up and take responsibili- 
ty for ourselves. When you go out, 
make sure you have a designated dri- 
ver or money for a cab to get home. 
If you claim that cabs don’t come to 
your area, arrange for someone to 
pick you up when you are ready to 


leave. This is all stuff we learn at a 
young age. I would be absolutely 
blown away if someone around the 
age of sixteen, fifteen even, could 
honestly say that they don’t know 
about the affects of alcohol. 

Saying, that we as society are 
lacking in alcohol awareness and 
education isn’t anything but a cop out 
for taking responsibility of our 
actions. We’re all so eager to point 
the finger at someone else when 
something happens: “It’s the bar- 
tender’d fault, she should have cut 
me off,” or the oh-so-pitiful excuse 
“IT didn’t know~that_ drinking would 
effect my ability to drive.” 

It’s time that.we all grow up and 
act like the adults we claim to be. It is 
up to us to use our common sense 
and make the roads a safer place by 
not drinking and driving. Don’t let 
your or your friendis name be the 
next in the paper listed as another 
fatal accident that could have been 
prevented. 
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CAMPUS BRIEFS - 


Hospitality Club 
holds auction to 
benefit needy 
families 


Northern Essex Community 
College Hospitality Club will be 
holding two exciting raffles. The 
drawing date will be Friday Dec. 
16 at noon. 

The first raffle prize is a won- 
derful Weekend Getaway basket. 
You and a special someone will 
get to stay at the Best Western 
Hotel on River Road in Haverhill, 
Mass. 

The raffle also includes a $25 
gift certificate for the 99 
Restaurant Bar and Grill, a 
romantic candle, sparkling cider, 
and some champagne flutes. 

The second raffle is an awe- 
some MP3 player. The MP3 play- 
er is a SanDisk Sansa Expandable 
MP3 player. It fits up to 512+ 
MP3's so you can be listening to 
your tunes all year long. 

One, or both of these raffles 
can be yours, only if you buy a 
ticket from one of the NECC 
Hospitality Club members, or 
Professor Sandy Kauffman in 
C304-A. Tickets are $1.00 each 
or 8 for $5.00. All proceeds will 
be donated to needy families this 
holiday season. 

For more information con- 
tact: Skauffman@necc.mass.edu. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Disney Internship raises concerns 


Continued from Page 1 


"I never did a day in 
‘Adventureland’. I said 'OK' but I felt 
like a Wal-Mart greeter." Shea said he 
eventually asked several managers for 
a positior change but they were 
"blasé" about it. Shea said the man- 
agers told him this can happen but it is 
not normal. 

After two months as the greeting 
waving intern, Shea called it quits. The 
pay was only enough to survive the 
internship. "A huge portion of the 
money goes back to Disney," said 
Shea. 

Potter did say at the presentation 
that pay was usually $6.40 per hour, 
before federal taxes, and the Disney 
rooms cost between $69 and $89 per 
week. According to Sue Chory in 
Career Services, the rent in the fur- 
nished apartments managed by 
Disney does not include food but 
does include utilities except for long- 
distance telephone calls. 

Shea said that this cost-benefit 
relationship meant three roommates. 
Shea had to move to another apart- 
ment during his short time there. One 
of his roommates was "wild." 

"It's a giant orgy. There is so 
much sex," said Shea. "It was nothing 
like the presentation. I was shocked 
when I got there." Shea said Playboy 
scouts visited Disney's Vista Way 
property looking for prospective mod- 
els for their college issue. Playboy 
could not be reached for confirmation. 

However, Shea also said Disney 
was very strict and "did a good job of 
catching people" in regards to under- 
age drinking. Nonetheless, there was 
a liquor store "less than a minute's 
walk away” from the property, accord- 
ing to Shea. 

Chory said the apartments: are 


gated with a security checkpoint. 
Students are expected to "abide by the 
laws regarding underage drinking, etc. 
and be responsible for their actions." 

Shea did say it was very rare to 
get off the property. "I was working 
between 60 and 80 hours per week for 
$6.25 an hour, and they took out room 
and board" at approximately $80 per 
week. 

Potter said in the original presen- 
tation that workweeks are typically 
between 30 and 45 hours but overtime 
is available. Potter also said that 
Disney "requires full availability" of 
the interns. Proietti said "some stu- 
dents may not be ready to leave home 
or live with roommates. In the real 
world things like that happen. 
Hopefully they can keep you in your 
discipline." = 

Shea said that he is twenty-one 


Attempts to reach Potter in the 
weeks after the presentations were 
unsuccessful. 

This is not a vacation trip. The 
internships extend January through 
May or January through August. 

An article in the previous issue of 
the "NECC Observer" addressed a 
few of the issues with which the stu- 
dents will be confronted. This 
includes as long as an hour on unpaid 
bus trips to and from work, fines from 
surprise room inspections for rooms 
not up to Disney snuff, and maintain- 
ing the Disney attitude at all times. 

Professional internships are also 
available for students wishing to 
obtain positions, if offered, in their 
field of study. Potter said there are 
over 300 such opportunities but it is 
highly competitive. Students may also 
take credit courses while working the 
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It’s a giant orgy. There is so much sex. 
It was nothing like the presentation. 


Jeff Shea 


years old and a current student at 
NECC, in his 2nd year as a Liberal 
Arts major. He said that he lived away 
from home for 2 years. He also said 
that he is currently working while 
attending NECC and has worked 
other jobs. 

Students should not discount the 
heat factor, especially when required 
to perform or wear costumes. Shea 
said he had heat problems. "constantly, 
but you get used to it." 


UPS & YOU. 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM 
WITH NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS. 


individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 
as a Part-Time Package Handler, 
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internship. 

Disney provides classroom 
instruction and online courses are 
available. NECC is offering the 
internships themselves as credit 
courses for the first time. Interested 
students must see Proietti. 

Proietti said the presentations 
were "set up to reach out to all stu- 
dents and give them an opportunity to 
bring their parents." Approximately 
55 students attended at least one of the 
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presentations. 

Proietti also said NECC has 
worked with Disney on this program 
for approximately 20 years now. 
Potter stressed in the presentation that 
Disney has 25 years of experience 
with their internship program. 

Students seeking non-credit 
internships must see Chory. Chory 
said that seven students were offered 
internships last spring and five stu- 
dents were offered positions in the 
fall. 

Chory also said she could not 
release information on who these stu- 
dents were without their authoriza- 
tion. No other students called to dis- 
cuss their experiences. 

Interested students should not be 
dismayed at missing either 
meeting.Although the purpose of the 
recruiter was also to collect applica- 
tions and conduct interviews, Disney 
is just finishing up its tour of college 
campuses. 

Applications may be obtained 
online at www.disneycollegepro- 
gram.com and telephone interviews 
can still be conducted. 

This internet site is very exten- 
sive. Prospective interns should read 
carefully through all of the informa- 
tion, particularly "working," "hous- 
ing," "educational opportunities" and 
"the Disney look", along with their 
numerous category links. 

I strongly recommend that the 
"role descriptions" and the "role 
checklist" be read carefully. Interns 
could be told that they have been 
moved to any 

Of these other roles once they 
arrive in Orlando. 

The non-professional internships 
are offered only for the Orlando loca- 
tion. 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Mass Maritime 
president investigation 
turned over to different 
agency 


BOURNE, Mass. (AP)—The 
president of Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy was investi- 
gating claims that a cadet was 
offering to pay fellow students for 
sex when he was fired from the 
post this week, according to pub- 
lished reports. 

Admiral Richard Gurnon told 
the Boston Herald that he met with 
Bourne Police Chief John Ford 
regarding allegations that a male 
student was trying to lure fellow 
cadets into making Internet porn 
for money. 

Gurnon seized a_ school- 
owned computer from the accused 
student on Nov. 30 after receiving 
complaints about the sexual solic- 
itation from four cadets, according 
to a letter he sent to the Board of 
Trustees. 

Ford said the investigation 
was turned over to another law 
enforcement agency, along with 
the computer. 

The academy's Board of 
Trustees voted 9-1 to fire Gurnon 
on Dec. 4 after less than six 
months on the job. No disciplinary 
action has been taken against the 
student, the Herald reported. 


‘Southwest Airline 
thrusters considered 
partly to blame 


CHICAGO (AP)—The 
reverse thrusters that should have 
slowed a Southwest Airlines jet- 
liner before it slid off a runway 
and into a busy street didn't imme- 
diately kick in when the pilots 
tried to deploy them, federal 
investigators said Saturday after 
interviewing the crew. 

The flight attendants said they 
could tell the Boeing 737 wasn't 
slowing after it touched down in 
the snow Thursday evening, and 
the pilots said they applied the 
brakes manually as soon as they 
realized something was wrong, 
said Robert Benzon, National 
Transportation Safety Board 
investigator in charge. 

They all said it was a smooth 
landing but they could sense a lack 
of deceleration,” Benzon said. 

The plane, with 98 passengers 
aboard, slid off a 6,500-foot run- 
way at Midway Airport, through a 
fence and into street traffic, where 
it hit two cars and killed a 6-year- 
old boy riding with his family. Ten 
people, most of them on the 
ground, were injured. 

Investigators are still trying to 
determine how much of a role the 
braking equipment played in the 
accident. 

Because of the blowing snow, 
none of the air traffic controllers 
actually saw the plane land, but 
more than 10 cameras have been 
identified that could provide addi- 
tional information, including 
details about the runway condi- 
tions, Benzon said. 

he plane has been with the air- 
line for more than 10 years, and 
the first officer has flown with 
Southwest for 21/2 years. It was 
the first fatal crash in the airline's 
35-year history. 


Supreme Court hears case over 


military recruiters on campus 


Court officials weigh 
debate on government, 
school separation 


By JAN CRAWFORD GREENBERG 
KNIGHT RIDDER PAPERS 


WASHINGTON—Most 
Supreme Court justices appeared 
sympathetic Tuesday to arguments 
that colleges and law schools must 
allow military recruiters onto their 
campuses to talk to students, even if 
the schools oppose the military's 
"don't ask, don't tell" policy of 
excluding openly gay people. 

Taking up a case that pits the 
government's efforts to maintain an 
all-volunteer military against the 
free-speech claims of law schools, 
colleges and universities, a majority 
of the justices seemed to be on the 
government's side. They suggested 
they saw no constitutional problems 
with a federal law that requires 
schools to welcome military 
recruiters if the institutions accept 
government money and allow pri- 
vate employers to recruit. 

"It doesn't insist that you do any- 
thing. It says that if you want our 
money, you have to let our recruiters 
on campus," Chief Justice John 
Roberts said. 

The case has drawn significant 
attention as an intersection of two 
hotly debated subjects, military 
recruiting and gay rights. As the war 
in Iraq has drawn out, the military 
has been under pressure to recruit 
ever more actively, sometimes 
against the wishes of parents, and at 
times has failed to meets its recruit- 
ing targets. At the same time, gay 
rights, especially the question of gay 
marriage, has engaged the courts, 
state legislatures and Congress. 

Given that backdrop, the notion 
of liberal colleges whose allegiance 
to gay rights is interfering with mili- 
tary recruiting could hardly be any- 
thing but a cultural flash point. 

The military actively recruits on 
college campuses, and a Bush 
administration lawyer stressed dur- 
ing arguments Tuesday that a ruling 
against the government could 
encourage a university to put the 


brakes on recruiting if it disagreed 
with other government policies, 
including the military's treatment of 
women or even the war in Iraq. 

"The free speech interests that 
are articulated on the other side 
would extend to any basis for criti- 
cizing the military, whether it was 
not liking the war in Iraq, the war in 
Afghanistan or the discriminatory 
hiring policies," said Paul Clement, 
the solicitor general. He also argued 
that the law does not interfere with 
the schools' free-speech rights 
because it applies only if the institu- 
tions choose to receive federal fund- 
ing.E. Joshua Rosenkranz, a lawyer 
for New York University and other 
schools, argued that the federal law 
was unconstitutional because it 
forced educational institutions to 
condone the military's policy on 
gays, even though it runs afoul of the 
schools' policies prohibiting dis- 
crimination based on sexual orienta- 
tion. He said the law violates the 
schools' free-speech rights because 
it requires them to help spread the 
military's message, which suggests 
that the schools support it. 

"This is a refusal to disseminate 
the messages of the military 
recruiters. It is a refusal to send e- 
mails, post bulletins and make 
arrangements for mutual exchange 
of ideas," Rosenkranz said of the 
schools' position. 

Some educational leaders also 
argue that many universities receive 
hundreds of millions of dollars from 
the federal government, for research 
and other uses, which have become 
a basic part of their budgets and can- 
not simply be given up. So portray- 
ing the schools’ choice as voluntary, 
or the government's action as any- 
thing but coercive, is unfair. 

A Philadelphia-based federal 
appeals court sided with the schools 
last year. It blocked enforcement of 
the law, which is referred to as the 
Solomon Amendment after its spon- 
sor, the late Rep. Gerald Solomon, 
R-N.Y. The appeals court said the 
law illegally conditioned funding on 
whether the schools supported the 
military's message. 

But several justices were openly 
skeptical of arguments that students 


could assume the schools supported 
"don't ask, don't tell" if they allowed 
military recruiters on campus. 

"Nobody thinks that this law 
school is speaking through those 
employers who come onto its cam- 
pus for recruitment," Roberts told 
Rosenkranz. "Everybody knows that 
those are the employers. Nobody 
thinks the law school believes every- 
thing that the employers are doing or 
saying.” 

Rosenkranz responded that the 
schools in fact have a contrary mes- 
sage: "They believe it is immoral to 
abet discrimination." 

"But they can say that to every 
student who enters the room," said 
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor. 

Responded Rosenkranz: "And 
when they do it, your honor, the 
answer of the students is, ‘We don't 
believe you." 

"The reason they don't believe 
you is because you're willing to take 
the money," Roberts said. "What 
you're saying is, “This is a message 
we believe in, strongly, but we don't 
believe in it to the detriment of $100 
million." 

Justice David Souter was most 
skeptical of the government's argu- 
ments, noting that the schools were 
arguing that the government was 
"forcing them to change their own 
message." 

The military adopted the "don't 
ask, don't tell" policy in 1993 as part 
of a compromise between the 
Clinton White House, which wanted 
to eliminate the Defense 
Department's longstanding ban on 
homosexuals in the U.S. military, 
and the Pentagon, which argued that 
the ban was necessary to maintain 
morale and good order. 

The policy allowed homosexu- 
als to remain in the military as long 
as they did not reveal their sexual 
orientation, and it forbade comman- 
ders from investigating troops’ sexu- 
al orientation. But the policy, which 
is not at issue in Tuesday's case, 
clashed with numerous college and 
university rules prohibiting organi- 
zations from using facilities if they 
discriminate on the basis of sexual 
orientation. 


Child under care at college 
suffers allergic reaction 


_ Security Log . 


These are the security logs 
recorded by Eagle Security and 


collected by NECC Observer 
staff for dates falling between 
Sept. 1, 2005 and Dec. 7, 2005. 


Lawrence campus - 45 
Franklin St. 

Oct. 7, 2005- The Lawrence Fire 
Department was on site for building 
inspection. 

Oct. 11 2005 - A student reported 
that the handle on the front gate was 
bent over the holiday weekend by 
skateboarders looking to gain 
entrance to the campus. 

Oct. 17, 2005 - A miscommuni- 
cation between teachers led them to 
believe that plastic skulls had been 


stolen from campus. Later it was 
found that a student had borrowed 
them with permission from their 
instructor 

Oct. 21, 2005 - The bookstore 
door was found open and unlocked. 
An alarm notified the book store 
manager on the Haverhill campus. 
Manager was advised to close with a 
spare key. 

Nov. 2, 2005 - A purse was 
found and later claimed by student 

Nov. 6, 2005 - 911 was called 
due to a student having a bad nose 
bleed. The student waited for the 
arrival of an EMT. 


Haverhill campus 

Sept. 29, 2005 - A disruptive stu- 
dent was reported and dealt with 
accordingly. In an unrelated incident, 
a student reported a window on his 
Ford Explorer being broken in lot 4. 

Oct. 3, 2005 - A student reported 
having a bloody nose. An EMT was 
called and the student was treated 
and released on campus. In an unre- 
lated incident, a student was reported 
making improper advances on anoth- 


er student. The matter was turned 
over to college officials. 

Oct. 7, 2005 - A student reported 
books being stolen. The matter was 
turned over to college officials and 
the student’s books were replaced. 

Oct. 18, 2005 - A student passed 
out and was taken to Lawrence 
General Hospital. No further infor- 
mation is available at this time. In an 
unrelated incident, hubcaps were 
reported stolen by a student’s 
parental guardian through a phone 
call from home. Due to the time 
frame involved, no action could be 
taken. 

Nov. 11, 2005 - Little Sprouts 
Day Care called for an EMT after an 
infant suffered an allergic reaction. 
no futher information is available at 
this time. 

Dec. 10, 2005 - At a Women’s 
Knights basketball game, a student 
from Northern Essex and a student 
from Hesser College collided. The 
student from Hesser College was 
taken to the hospital with head 
injuries. No further information is 
available at this time. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
SAE 


Explosion in London 
fuel depot under 
investigation 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD, 
England (AP)—Explosions 
ripped through a major fuel 
depot north of London on 
Sunday, injuring dozens of peo- 
ple, blowing doors off nearby 
homes and sending fireballs and 
massive clouds of black smoke 
into the sky. Police said the 
blasts appeared to be accidental, 
though they occurred just four 
days after an al-Qaida videotape 
appeared on the Internet calling 
for attacks on facilities carrying 
oil “‘stolen" from Muslims in the 
Middle East. The powerful 
explosions, felt throughout a 
large swath of southeast 
England, also rattled nerves in a 
country still jittery after July's 
terrorist attack on London's sub- 
way and bus system killed 52 
people and four suicide bombers. 

Residents said shock waves 
destroyed indoor light bulbs and 
cracked walls and ceilings. 

‘It was like a sonic boom," 
said Danny Deacon, 25, who 
evacuated his wife and two 
young children on police orders. 

“Around 6 a.m., as we were 
sleeping, there was a mighty 
explosion—a thunderclap that 
woke me up," said Neil Spencer, 
42, who lives less than a mile 
from the Buncefield terminal. 
“It was fireball after fireball— 
truly amazing." 

The blast destroyed the front 
door of photographer Haris 
Luther's house. 

“I thought the house had 
been hit by lightning,” Luther, 
57, said. “It sounded like an 
earthquake." 

Most of the 43 people 
injured were treated at nearby 
hospitals and released after suf- 
fering cuts and bruises from 
shattering windows. 


Saddam Hussein still 
has major effect on 
lraq voters 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP)—He 
sits alone in a cell, writing poetry, 
reading and preparing for appear- 
ances before a court that could 
sentence him to hang. 

But Saddam Hussein is very 
much a player in Thursday's 
national elections, even if he is not 
a candidate. 

His legacy has shaped the 
electoral debate as the country's 
Shiite, Sunni Arab, Kurdish and 
other communities struggle to find 
a formula to share power in the 
wake of his 24-year rule. 

And his loud courtroom 
antics—played out on TV to the 
nation—have reminded Iraqis that 
like it or not, Saddam is still 
around. 

The trial, now in recess until 
after the election, has enabled 
Saddam to present himself as *'a 
caged lion" instead of ‘’a mouse in 
a hole," says Iraq's Sunni vice 
president, Ghazi al-Yawer. 

As a result, a trial that was 
designed to expunge the ghosts of 
his tyrannical rule has instead 
sharpened divisions among Iraq's 
people at a time when the United 
States is struggling to promote 
national unity 
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Don’t let sibli 


ng rivalry ruin any 


of your holiday plans this year 


By Mary MEEHAN 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 


You can hear it. The tiny voice 
in the back of your head as your 
older sister tells you, for the fifth 
time, the proper way to toss a salad. 

"You're not the boss of me." 

Ahbhh, the joys of the holiday 
season. The time when smart, suc- 
cessful grown-ups find themselves 
feeling like kids again,—and not 
always in a good way. 

Those same sibling traits—a 
brother's teasing, a sister's loopi- 
ness—that made you crazy when 
you were 10 are just as grating 
when you're an adult. 

And it happens every year. 

"Even in the healthiest families, 
we find ways to get under one 
another's skins," said Virginia T. 
Holeman, professor of counseling 
at Asbury Theological Seminar. 
"No one can annoy us quite like our 
families." 

It might seem crazy that people 
can't distance themselves from 
their childhood—often childish— 
roles. But just look at the math. 
Even at the ripe age of 40, nearly 
half of a person's life has been 
spent within the close and defining 
family structure, said Peter 
Goldenthal, author of "Why Can't 
We Get Along? Healing Adult 
Sibling Relationships." Unless you 
make an effort to establish adult 
relationships, he said, you'll inter- 
act pretty much the way you always 
have. 


"Those patterns are so deeply 
ingrained, it's almost like the music 
starts playing and your feet start 
moving before you know what is 
going on," said Donna DePenning, 
a licensed clinical social worker 
from Lexington, Ky. "If we ‘don't 
give it some conscious thought, we 
fall back into the patterns of inter- 
action.” 

But guess what? The brother 
who is always whining, the sister 
who is perpetually vain or the sib- 
ling who always has to have the last 
word isn't going to change. 

You have to change what you 
can _namely, you. (Yes, you could 
just find their old toys in the attic 
and break the best ones, but is that 
really a long-term solution?) 

Instead of dreading the big day, 
just admit that this year, like every 
year, isn't going to live up to some 
Hallmark-moment ideal. 

"You have to give up the notion 
that being with your family is vaca- 
tion,” DePenning said. 

The holiday table probably isn't 
the best place for an intervention 
meeting about what you see as your 
family's core issues, but you can 
make a plan to take the sting out of 
some specific events. If, while 
helping in the kitchen, that salad- 
tossing sister keeps riding you, per- 
haps you should offer to set the 
table instead. 

If, after dinner, your brother's 
conversation drifts uncomfortably 
to why you think you're too good to 
date any of his friends, get up and 
go for a walk. 
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STUDENT SENATE 


Come and join the incredible experience 
spring semester! 


Meetings are Wednesdays, 3:30 - 5PM and 
February 1**. 


Program Committe 
(Lawrence campus 


anfamentarian 


Be crsite at: 


tudentsenate.org/ 
Dina Brown 


978-556-3732 


If you suspect that by 9 p.m., 
the drinks will be flowing and you 
will be fuming as Sis relives the 
golden years of your braces, leave 
at 8:30. 

It's not so much about what 
happens, Holeman said, but how 
you respond. That's not to say sib- 
lings aren't irritating, maddening, 
downright gnawing-on-your-last- 
good-nerve bothersome, but people 
can't make you feel a certain way. 
You let them, Holeman said. 

Changing 
isn't easy. In 
Dp tiagers, £8 
DePenning 
said, that's 
because fami- 
ly patterns are 
hard to break. 
Your siblings 
might feel 
comfortable 
with the old 
patterns be 
even if you 
aren't. "They 
aren't going to 
like it if you 
don't play the 


game," she 
said. Part of 
being a 


grown-up, she 
said, "is that 
you have 
options." 
Focusing 
on specific 
issues might 
not be 
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enough, Goldenthal said, especially 
if all the sibling fighting stems 
from some real family trauma. In 
that case, he said, deeper causes 
might need to be explored. 

If that is the case, the holidays, 
in that way, can be a positive cata- 
lyst for change. Your siblings might 
make you so nuts, you seek the help 
of a counselor. DePenning said the 
number of new clients seeking ther- 
apy through her office starts to 
climb shortly before the holidays 


Help us help NECC Students 
this holiday season. 


Drop-off an unwrapped toy for 
children under 12. 


Drop-Off Deadline: Friday, December 16th 


Drop-Off Location: Student Social Services 
Lawrence, Room L134 


Haverhill, Room SC103E 
“=> For information on giving or receiving toys please contact: ee 
Marissa Galante x3733 or Joselyn Marte x7480 de 
} Ae Student Social Services is a part of the College Life and Healthy Living Unit, : 


Ilment Management and 
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1“ Annual Toy Drive 


Student Social Services Department 


Student Services. 
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and skyrockets in mid-January. 

Plus, you can look at even a 
less-than-perfect holiday as a victo- 
ry. Was the teasing a little more tol- 
erable? Did you laugh a little when, 
as he does every year, your brother 
told the story about how you threw 
up all over the presents when you 
were five? 

"You goal is to survive better 
than you did last year," Holeman 
said.If you can do that, that's some- 
thing worth celebrating. 


Magic 
trick? 


f you miss hearing the music 
.Magic 106.7 used to play, go to 
the Internet for WHAV.NET’s 

Soft Rock with Less Talk instead. 
You'll hear more of your favorites, 
intentionally fewer commercials, 
higher quality sound and a stronger 
local commitment. Catch The Wavel 
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Bell recounts almost 80 
years of photographing 
famous public figures 


By Krista WITKUM 
Contributing Reporter 


A photograph is a second in time 
captured forever and remembered 
for eternity. A skilled photographer 
can see the perfect scene. and can 
capture the true emotions and soul of 
that moment in time. What makes a 
photograph even more meaningful is 
the story that goes along with it. 
Exactly why was the photo taken, 
who took the picture, and what were 
the events that lead up to taking the 
photo? The background stories bring 
the pictures to life. 

Leroy Bell spent 7,000 hours 
photographing and filming politi- 
cians, public figures and celebrities. 
Each exceptional image is accompa- 
nied by fascinating stories that are as 
unique as the pictures themselves. 

Bell, the self-described 
‘Television News and Documentary 
Pioneer’, and the Life Long Learning 
Center entertained and informed an 
audience at a recent seminar focused 
on his 30 plus years work in the field 
of photography. Bell brought 4 large 
binders full of pictures ranging from 
the 1930's to the 1980's. 

Not only did Bell show never- 
before- seen photos, but Bell also 
narrated each snapshot with his per- 
sonal story and background of the 
person or event, which made the 
photos come to life. 

“Back in 1925 (when I was 
born), my mother discovered that I 
was left handed because I would 
suck my left hand anc back then 
they were really superstitious of that 
(sucking the left thumb). So, my 
mother forced me to be right hand- 
ed. In later years I developed a stut- 
ter, and when I was in grammar 
school, it was pretty bad; my peers 
would laugh at me,” said Bell. 
“Then on my 9th birthday my 
favorite aunt gave me a boxed 
brownie (camera) which took sever- 
al black and white pictures. I would 
take pictures of my peers and | 
would stop stuttering. And I thought, 
‘Hey that's a good idea. I'll go out 
take pictures of people and instead 
of laughing they'll think I'm great.' 
And that's how my career started.” 

At the event, Bell recollected 
meeting former First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt at his high seiiol. and 
bavi the opportunity photograph 

er. 


“After World War II, in my high 
school in Philadelphia, President 
Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt 


were in town, and Eleanor Roosevelt 
visited my school. My high school 
color guard team had the honor of 
meeting her, and I took the picture. I 
gave it to the editor of school paper 
but he didn't want to spend the 
money to print the picture. I went 
and did the impossible and collected 
quarters and pennies from my fellow 
students, and then had enough 
money to print the picture and run it 
in the paper.” 

Bell's first celebrity photo shoot 
was of actor Jack Webb of ‘Dragnet’ 
fame. That started his unique career 
of getting intimate candids of people 
of all cultures and backgrounds. 

“T was a jack of all trades,” said 
Bell. 

Not only was he a photographer, 
but recorded sound for the 1950's 
documentary series, ‘March of 
Medicine' and filmed events like the 
Chinese New Year celebrations, and 
worked on films including 'Trading 
Spaces' featuring Dan Akroyd, 
Eddie Murphy and Jamie Lee Curtis, 
and had a special job on a ‘Twilight 
Zone' feature. 

“IT was paid for 3 weeks to be an 
‘observer’ for the film. Ask me what 
an ‘observer’ is and I'll have to kill 
you! I don't know what an observer 
is!” recalled Bell. 

Not only did he take publicity 
photos, but he also excelled in cap- 
turing the behind- the -scene 
moments that were more interesting 
and gave more insight on the person. 

Bell traveled to Flat Rock, North 
Carolina to interview poet Carl 
Sandburg. 

“We got to the door, knocked on 
the door and Mrs. Sandburg said he 
was out back playing with his kids, I 
turned to my partner 
stunned. Then we 
heard the crying of 
goats out back, he 
was playing with his 


Taylor. 

“(Taylor) was 
so nice, she prac- 
tically _curtsied 
when she saw my 
wife,” said Bell. 

Bell's collec- 
tion also includes 
Grace Kelly and 
Prince Rainier's 
wedding, a preg- 
nant Grace Kelly 
carrying Princess 
Caroline, and 
several shots of 
then 17 -year- old 
actress Mia 
Farrow doing her 
‘Seventeen’ maga- 
zine cover shoot. 

Bell also got 
to accompany a 
fellow photogra- 
pher to Las Vegas 
where actress 
Jayne Mansfield 
was shooting a 
swimming pool 
commercial. 

“She wasn't 
the dumb blonde 


Krista Witkum photo 


Photographer Leroy Bell posing with pictures of Jayne Mansfield 


everyone pictured and Alaskan natives prior to Alaska becoming a state. 


as. They had a 

soda plug they wanted her to peddle 
and they handed (the soda) to her 
because it was a recreational picture, 
and she said for $5,000 she'd be 
happy to drink the soda,” remembers 
Bell. 

In 1971, Bell and his family 
moved to Orlando for the opening of 
Disney World. Among photograph- 
ing celebrities, such as actress Agnes 
Moorehead of 'Bewitched', he had 
the thrill of riding in the Goodyear 
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Bell's albums contain Sammy Davis 


(Regan to get a picture of him) and 
in doing so, I pulled a muscle in my 
back and strained my back and had 
to be carried out! Then I had to get a 
shot to relax my muscles,” said Bell. 

Bell's albums contain Sammy 
Davis Jr. Ronald and Nancy Reagan, 
Milton Berle, President Harry 
Truman, several Miss America 
Pageants, Judy Garland, Michael 
Douglas, Muhammad Ali and many 
more. However, Bell's favorite 
celebrity meet- 
ing was with 
actress Ginger 
Rogers, who 
he admired for 


pet goats,” said her beauty and 
Bell. Jr., Ronald and Nancy Reagan, talent. 
“T was covering “She was 


(Lauders) celebrity 
tennis match (with 
Bill Cosby, Lloyd 
Bridges, Desi 
Amez) and the night 
before I was invited 
to a press party. I 
had the opportunity 
to take my wife and - 
(the party) was 
crowded and we 
were pushing our way through the 
crowd and (my wife) was a few 
steps in front of me and yelled, 'Oh 
my God!' and looked up at Charlton 
Heston, and gasped, 'You're not God, 
your Moses!' And the whole party 
froze and then they laughed,” said 
Bell. 

Bell also brought his wife to an 
awards benefit for actress Elizabeth 


Leroy Bell photo 


A photograph from the wedding of Prince Rainier of 
Monaco and his pregnant wife Grace Kelly, at the 
time carrying Princess Caroline. 


Milton Berle, 
Truman, 


Blimp to film the grounds of the 
theme park. 

“That was an experience, like 
floating on a feather,” Bell remem- 
bers. 

Yet, not his entire career was 
glamorous. Bell traveled to the small 
town of Unalakleet, Alaska, in 
August of 1958. During the summer 
months, there is 18 hours of sun- 
light. Bell photographed the Alaskan 
natives and was in state when Alaska 
became the 49th state of the United 
States in 1959. 

Bell also accompanied the coast 
guard in the ship, 'The Cutter’, to 
break large ice blocks floating in the 
artic seas. 

Bell also traveled all across the 
United States and to Israel, Cuba, 
and Spain. 

Although there is no favorite 
photo of Bell's, his most significant 
photos were of the recovery of the 
Gemini 5 Mission and astronauts 
Gordon Cooper and Charles Conrad. 
Bell waited with the NASA crew on 
an awaiting aircraft carrier USS 
Lake Champlain. Bell pho- 
tographed the paramedics jumping 
from the helicopters to the floating 
space capsule, Cooper and Conrad 
getting their post-space physicals 
and eating their first on- earth meal 
with the crew, and the playful antics 
between the two astronauts. 

Bell also sacrifices his own well 
being to get the ‘perfect shot.’ 

“Then Governor Reagan was in 
Philadelphia for a meeting of the 
governors. I am crouching over 


President Harry 
several Miss America 
Pageants, Judy Garland, Michael 
Douglas, Muhammad Ali and many 
more. However, Bell's favorite was 
Ginger Rogers. 


signing auto- 
graphs at a 
banquet and I 
was supposed 
to be filming 
her, and back 
then (to film 
someone) you 
stood (about 
three feet 
away.) And I 
got real close to her and was right 
next to her (to take the picture), and 
she thought I was filming her, and 
the whole time, while I am waiting 
for the (camera) flash to go off, she 
is passing out autographs and whis- 
pering out of the side of her mouth, 
"You're too close, you're too close.’ 
And then the flash went off, and I 
said, 'I wasn't filming you, I wanted 


to get a picture of you because I 
admire you so much and I wanted to 
take a picture of you to remember 
this,” said Bell. : 

Bell's passion for his work is 
noticed in such pristine preservation 
of his photos and the willingness to 
share his tales of each individual 
photograph, and to inform new gen- 
erations of the times, events and 
people of before. 

Bell, like countless other pho- 
tographers, agree that with the digi- 
tal age, that the essence of pho- 
tographs is lost. 

“It's so easy to knock off 100 
pictures in a minute and then erase 
them.” Said Bell. 

Bell also says the craftsmanship 
is no longer practiced. 

“Now, (the process of taking 
pictures) is too cold; it's not an art 
anymore. When I was a kid I had a 
dark room and it was more fun to 
take my own pictures, develop them 
and then edit them.” 

Bell also commented that the 
new age of relentless paparazzi is 
lowering the standards and respects 
of photographers. The most impor- 
tant factor Bell noticed is that there 
are “unkempt:” “The paparazzi is 
awful.” They're too casual ... (pho- 
tographers in earlier years) had to 
dress nice; nice slacks and shoes. 
We had to represent a big industry.” 

“IT can not imagine not being a 
photographer,” said Bell, rolling his 
eyes. “My mother wanted me to be 
stockbroker. I wonder where she got 
that from.” 


Gordon Cooper (left) and Charles Conrad, NASA 
astronauts, taken moments after the recovery mis- 


sion of Gemini 5. 
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Annual performance 
offers good dose of 
holiday cheer 


By JAY HOBSON 
Contributing Reporter 


I have been disappointed a few 
times in my life, but never as disap- 
pointed as I was at 3 p.m..on 
Sunday, Dec, 11. There I was at 
NECC's Top Notch Theater, at the 
last performance of The Top Notch 
Players’ rendition of Charles 
Dickens' “A Christmas Carol,” and I 
was kicking myself emotionally for 
not being there on opening night so 
I could tell everyone what a wonder- 
ful performance was unfolding 
before my eyes. 

The story, as almost everyone 
knows, takes place in 1860s 
England. It tells the tale of 
Ebenezer Scrooge who begins as the 
epitome of unkindness and stingi- 
ness, and is transformed after three 
spectral visitations into a caring, 
giving human being. 

The Top Notch Players wove a 
silver thread of comedy through the 
sometimes dark tapestry of the story. 
One scene in the beginning of the 
play had a Charity Man (played by 
Bob Ficke) visiting Scrooge's place 
of business to extract a donation for 
the poor. After Scrooge issued sev- 
eral firm reasons why he wouldn't 
give (“Are there no prisons, tread- 
mills, poorhouses” etc.), the Charity 


Arts & Entertainment 


‘A Christmas Carol delights viewers 


Man. was as relentless as any tele- 
marketer, so Scrooge drove the mes- 
sage home by firmly closing the 
cash box on his desk -“No!” 

The several small children in the 
audience were perhaps the most 
telling indication of how engrossing 
the performance was. Not a peep 
was heard from any of them, with 
the exception of a little girl in front 
of me who complained quietly as 
her father shifted her position: “But 
Daddy I can't see!” 

Jim Murphy was delightful as 
Ebenezer Scrooge. His inflections, 
voice projection and even his British 
accent were flawless. (The cast in 
general pulled off their accents 
rather well, with the exception of 
Bruce Potter who, although good in 
his role as Fezziwig, brought me 
screeching back to the good ol' U.S. 
of A.). 

Throughout the performance the 
audience was serenaded by 
“Madrigal Singers” Jonathan 
Bennett, Lindsey Bombard, Jake 
Gardner and Music Director Alisa 
Bucchierre. They performed various 
Christmas carols around the theater 
to allow stage hands to dress the 
stage between scenes. The choice of 
songs also set the mood for each 
upcoming scene. The four-part har- 
monies were flawless. Though they 
referred to songbooks to sing their 
carols as carolers often do, I was 
surprised to see them reading their 
lines of dialogue from them instead 
of memorizing them. 

Other music, such as Emily 


Murphy's rendition 
of “Silent Night” as 
she entered 
Scrooge's bedroom 
as the Ghost of 
Christmas Past and 


the Madrigal 
Singers' “Deck the 
Halls” before the 


Fezziwig party 
scene, was perfect 
for its placement 
within the story. 
Scrooge's 
deceased business 
partner Jacob 
Marley, played by 
Arthur Barlas, was 
as scary as any I'd 
seen in the past 
with his gray make- 
up, dragging chains 
and tattered clothes. 
His moaning, wail- 
ing lament to 
Scrooge of his fate 
of wandering the 
earth for all eternity 
was convincing. 
The Ghost of Christmas Present, 
played by Adam Colby LaMonica, 
brought Scrooge face to face with 
what people really thought of him 
with a few digs using Scrooge's own 
words. His recalling Scrooge's 
heartless statement regarding Tiny 
Tim, “If they would rather die, let 
them and decrease the surplus popu- 
lation,” sent a clear message to 
Scrooge of what a scoundrel he real- 
ly was in the eyes of his peers. 


Still, in this scene, each family 
toasted him, giving him the good 
will he refused them. 

The play wouldn't have been 
complete without Tiny Tim, played 
by a young James Sullivan offering 
us a rousing “God save us, every- 
one!” Impressively, Sullivan wasn't 
at all fazed by the faces staring back 
at him from the audience. 

Sets and costumes were well- 
done, and stage hands, also dressed 
in Dickens-era costumes, set each 


Ebenezer Scrooge (played by Jim Murphy) is horrified as he is 
brought face-to-face with his lonely fate. 


scene quickly and quietly without 
distracting the audience. 

The Top Notch production of 
this time-honored story, with its 
message of good conquering evil 
and the redemption available to peo- 
ple who are willing to listen and 
change, is an indication of the level 
of talent here at Northern Essex and 
a credit to the staff and performers 
of this little slice of dramatic escape. 

To the Top Notch Players: 
Bravo! 


Poets Alixa and Naima: ‘Don’t let them 
cut out your tongue, woman, speak up’ 


Continued from Page | 


Judith Kamber organized the 
event, and it was sponsored by the 
Diversity Committee and the Liberal 
Arts Revitalization Committee. 

Naima is tall and accents her words 
with graceful arm movements. She 
wore a long skirt printed with a bird 
motif which she and Alixa had 
designed. She has one of those golden 
voices that should belong to a preacher 
or a politician but that is perfectly suit- 
ed for her and Alixa's poetry. 

Alixa, who is originally from 
Columbia, wore a black feather in her 
dreadlocked hair and a green screen- 
printed T-shirt (also one of her and 
Naima's designs). She takes deep, 
gasping breaths between the lines of 
her poetry, as if the intensity of her 
words overwhelm her naturally soft 
voice. 

Both women's voices are deep and 
smooth, and their differences in deliv- 
ery add dimension to their emotive per- 
formance. 

When Alixa and Naima spoke the 
words “Don't let them cut out your 
tongue, woman, speak up,” the collec- 
tive female audience nodded in agree- 
ment. Truly, their words possess a 
power that stirs people to indignation if 
not to action. 

The second piece was called 
“Being Human,” and it was written and 
performed by Naima alone. This poem 
applied human sentiments to elements 
of nature and spoke to the insecurities 
intrinsic to the human experience. 
When Naima was finished, Alixa com- 
mented on how much she loves that 
particular poem. “J want to get that 
poem tattooed on me,” she said. 


Both Alixa and Naima teach poet- 
ry workshops to prisoners and young 
people through the East Harlem 
Tutorial Program, the Youth 
Leadership Project 
of the Incarcerated 
Mothers Program, 
and the New York 
City public school 


G& 


is slowly drowning. It was unapolo- 
getic in its condemnation of the Bush 
administration's response to the hurri- 
cane, and was blatant in its accusations 

of racism and injus- 


tice: ~~ =i..Justice “is 
blind/and could not 
see/her children 


drowning in the 


system. Naima J wonder if shadows darkness/refused to 
said that she wrote long stretch out her hands 
“Being Human” feel th and grab them/said 
with her students in to once esun they were too 
mind. If they get lost in the _blacw...t00 poor.” 
The highlight hp e Following this 
of the performance, oO poem, Alixa and 
a 10-part poem not knowing where Naima introduced a 


called “Obituary 
for the 
Government, 
Eulogy for the 
Dead,” was a joint 
writing effort in 
response to 
Hurricane Katrina. 
Alixa and Naima 
said that one of the 
reasons they went 
on this most recent 
tour was because of 
the tragedy in the 
Gulf Coast. “It's up mm 
to us to talktoeach JHiumman’ 
other, because that's 
where the change is 
going to come,” 
said Naima. 

Their NECC performance of 
“Obituary” marked its debut. Naima 
joked that she felt like she was baptiz- 
ing a child, and Alixa expressed her 
nervousness at performing it for the 
first time. 

This poem compared the hurri- 
cane-affected region to a woman who 


Z our stories,” 


project they bring 
with them on tour. 
They passed out 
squares of cloth and 
permanent markers 
to all in attendance, 
and asked us to use 
the materials to tell 


our stories. They 
laceable explained that they 
ce when are making the 


squares into a quilt 
“to cross-pollinate 
and that 
already they have 
sewn together more 
than 1,000 pieces. 

Alixa and Naima 
just finished record- 
ing their debut album 
“Ammunition,” and it is currently in 
production. It is slated to be released in 
the fall of 2006. 

In an age where too many people 
talk about what is wrong with the 
world and too few make an effort to do 
anything about it, Alixa and Naima use 
art and education to spark their own 


Rebekah Caron photo 


From left: Naima and Alixa perform “Obituary for the 
Government, Eulogy for the Dead.” 


emotional revolution. 

Their mission statement is 
straightforward and powerful: 
“Creativity is the antidote for 
violence and destruction. Art 
is our most human expression, 
our voice to communicate our 
stories, to challenge injustice 
and the misrepresentations in 
the mainstream media, to 
expose harsh realities and 
engender even more powerful 
hope, a force to bring diverse 


people together, a tool to Alixa and Naima say of thei 


rebuild our communities, and 
a weapon to win this struggle 
for universal liberation.” 


quilt: “We’re making a new ae 
to cover the white house.” 


SE 
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_ Arts & Entertainment 


I was afraid that if I got into music as a 
profession, 1t wouldn’t be fun anymore’ 


‘Artist of the Week’ 
Jim Brown finds 
math in his music 


By MELISSA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Recently, 
the Essex 
Chamber Music 
Players _per- 
formed a piece 
called “Suite for 
Flute, Cello, and 
Piano.” = This 
piece was com- 
posed by J. 
Wendell Brown, 
otherwise known as dedicated NECC 
math professor Jim Brown. Does it 
seem unlikely that a mathematician 
would be such an accomplished musi- 
cian? Brown doesn't think so. 

“Music is put together in a lot the 
same way as math. Music is the most 
abstract of the arts because it really 
only exists in time. And math is the 
most abstract of the sciences, because it 
only exists in the mind,” said Brown. 

Brown's love of music began when 
his third grade music teacher played 
the first movement of Beethoven's 
“Moonlight Sonata” in class. After 
that, young Brown begged his parents 
to get him some classical records. 
They bought him a Boston Pops 
recording of “Moonlight Sonata,” 
Tchaikovsky's “Nutcracker Suite,” and 


a 45 rpm record player to play them on. 
“TI wore (the records) out,” said 
Brown. 

Achildhood of alternating between 
classical and folk music on his FM 
radio soon inspired Brown to want to 
make his own music. He eamed his 
first guitar in high school by selling 
seed packets from door-to-door. 
Brown says it was not the most high- 
quality guitar, but it worked. 

Brown taught himself how to play 
by listening to the finger-picking styles 
of folk artists such as Bob Dylan, Pete 
Seeger, Joan Baez, and The Kingston 
Trio. He also started making up his 
own tunes, but as he was unable to read 
or write conventional music, he invent- 
ed his own means of recording the 
notes with a system of written lines and 
numbers. 

“When I finally did see how (con- 
ventional) music was written I thought, 
‘wow, that's a much better system,” 
Brown laughed. 

Wanting to hone his sight-reading 
skills, Brown enrolled in a sight- 
singing course at the University of 
Lowell in the 1970s. The head of the 
music theory department there looked 
at some of Brown's compositions and 
said that he was impressed, but that 
Brown's skills could use some refine- 
ment. 

“I was trying to write twentieth- 
century music with nineteenth-century 
harmonies,” Brown explained. 

At this point Brown was already 
teaching mathematics at NECC, so he 
and the music theory teacher worked 
out a deal. The music teacher agreed to 


help Brown learn more sophisticated 
harmonies if Brown would teach him 
math logic. 

The deal worked. By the early 
1980s, Brown was ready to begin seri- 
ously composing. By the early “90s, he 
was writing orchestral works and hay- 
ing them recorded. Brown is glad he 
didn't learn music theory until after 
he'd been playing for some time. “It 
allows me to write music the way I 
learmed it— in a spontaneous way,” said 
Brown. “I'm tied to the sound rather 
than the mechanics.” 

Today, many of Brown's works 
have been performed locally and in 
such widespread cities as Boston and 
Prague. A CD containing his piano 
concerto was released on the MMC 
Recording Company label. In addition, 
The London Symphony Orchestra has 
recorded his composition “London 
Overture.” 

The world premiere of Brown's 
most recent composition, “Suite for 
Flute, Cello and Piano,” was well- 
received at its recent Essex Chamber 
Music Players performance. It was 
performed by cellist David Russell, 
pianist David Pihl, and former NECC 
music professor Michael G. Finegold. 
Over 50 people attended the perfor- 
mance. 

Each portion of the piece is based 
on a different scale. The third move- 
ment is different in that is uses several 
scale modes rather than just one. 
Brown says the musical patterns he 
used were based on those used in pop 
and rock music, and the piece does 
mildly sound as such in parts. 


‘Get Rich’ dies trying 


Rapper 50 Cents 
new movie fails to 
live up to its hype 


By J. TILMAN CORMIER 
Contributing Reporter 


The new movie “Get Rich or 
Die Tryin,” which is a thinly-veiled 
biography of its star 50 Cent, is dis- 
turbingly popular to members of 
Generation Y. 

Since all Loews theaters pulled 
the movie after the death of a man 
following a screening last week in 
Pennsylvania, and myself being an 
old white guy, I decided to leave my 
flak jacket at home and drive 40 
miles into New Hampshire to view 
the movie safely. I also chose the 
last showing on a Monday night. 

It is not apparent what all the 
fuss is about. The movie breaks no 
new ground, and it is entirely self- 
serving to 50 Cent, the hugely popu- 
lar East Coast gangsta rapper. The 
movie title even matches 50's CD of 
the same name from almost three 
years ago. 

This movie was actually direct- 
ed by a 56-year-old Irish guy with 
only a few directorial accomplish- 
ments to his credit (“My Left Foot;” 
“In the Name of the Father”). 
Incredibly, director Jim Sheridan 
misses all opportunities to infuse 50 
Cent's environment into the flick. 
Nearly every scene is cast in dark 
dank streets or rooms, and the view- 


er will make no notice of the set- 
tings. Television shows such as 
“NYPD Blue” and “Law & Order” 
portray various New York locales 
much more vividly. 

In the film, 50 Cent's character 
Marcus has no father, and his moth- 
er is murdered in a house fire when 
Marcus is a child. Thereafter, 
Marcus is raised by his grandpar- 
ents. 

Haunted by his troubled child- 
hood, Marcus hits the streets and 
becomes a successful drug dealer, 
forming his own posse. He eventu- 
ally works his way out of the trade 
after a stint in prison and becomes a 
successful rapper. Everyone he 
encounters along the way is falling 
at his feet, either dead or in total 
adulation. 

50 Cent cannot act a lick, peri- 
od. His “Opie from Mayberry” 
manner doesn't fly. Scenes of 
Marcus as a tender husband and 
father are impossibly disingenuous, 
especially amid the elevator music 
score for these scenes. A far more 
impressive performance is given by 
Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje as 
Majestic, Marcus' mentor turned 
nemesis. 

Patrons expecting to enjoy a 
soundtrack of 50's rap music will be 
disappointed. Not until the final 
credits is any song fully featured. In 
fact, in several instances where 50's 
rap is isolated from the music, his 
lack of true talent is glaring. It's 
amazing that the studio chose to 
leave these in the final cut. 50's 
street credibility is his forte, not his 


awkward recitals. His ‘unplugged’ 
rap in the film is neither rapid nor 
rhythmic. 

There is constant narration 
throughout the movie to offer expla- 
nations and to link scenes. This is a 
lazy alternative method in making a 
movie, which is meant to be enter- 
taining as a story in pictures. It is 
why movies are vastly more popular 
than poetry readings. Narration, if 
absolutely necessary, should be 
sparse and simply support the story 
on the screen. 

The dialogue is putrid. 
Screenwriter Terence Winter appar- 
ently has a secret book of all the 
clichés known to man. “I had it all, 
but something was missing.” 
“Shoot first and ask questions later.” 
“You are like family to me.” 
“Nobody touches my family.” 

Ouch. 

The glorification of criminality 
without responsibility is the film's 
biggest weakness. The audience is 
insultingly left to believe that 
Marcus is perpetually a victim of 
circumstance who always fights his 
way through it. The dialogue actu- 
ally includes talk of what a hard 
worker Marcus is as a drug dealer. 

Currently, the movie is only 
showing locally in Methuen and 
Lawrence. Maybe a safer showing 
is at the Essex Cinemas in Essex 
Junction, Vt. Patrons actually need 
photo identification there to pur- 
chase tickets to a movie with an R 
rating. “Get Rich” is playing oppo- 
site “Chicken Little.” Feel free to 
bail out. 


When he 
writes, Brown tries 
to emulate such 
twentieth-century 
composers as 
Russians Prokofiev 
and Shostakovich. 
Said Brown, “T like 
the two aspects they 
incorporate in their 
music — the comedy 
with the serious and 


beautiful.” While 
Brown doesn't 
think his music 


sounds much like 
that of his favorite 
composers, he does 
utilize the contrast 


between _light- & 
hearted and solemn + 
in his works. 


The question of == 
why Brown chose a 
career in mathemat- 
ics rather than 
music is inevitable. 
Brown admits that 
as a young man he 
considered a career 
in music, but he 
decided that it 
would be safer to pursue his interest in 
math and science. 

But there was a more important 
reason, as well. “I thought that if I got 
into music as a profession, it might not 
be fun anymore,” said Brown. 

Brown mentioned a man he knew 
when he was in the military and sta- 
tioned in Alabama. This man had pur- 


Rear s, hy ts 


Jim Brown says that music and math 
are not so different as one might think. 


sued his passion for painting by choos- 
ing a career in commercial art. “He 
didn't paint anymore,” Brown recalled. 

Brown never wants to lose his pas- 
sion for his music. It looks as though 


this math professor has worked out the 
right formula so that this won't happen 
anytime soon. 


Student dance 
recital lacks variety 


By MELISSA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


On the first weekend of 
December, Northern Essex 
Community College presented its 
annual Student Dance Performance. 

Dance Club treasurer Jamie 
MacDonald said that the assignment 
was for each dance to express one spe- 
cific emotion. An overwhelming 
majority of the students chose to 
express the same nondescript passion- 
ate sentiment, and after a while it 
seemed as though the audience was 
viewing the same lyric dance over and 
over again. 

The overabundance of clichéd 
lyrical pieces, however, made the truly 
creative ones stand out even more. 

One of the more strongly choreo- 
graphed pieces of the show was a jazz 
dance by Jamie MacDonald. To 
express the emotion of fear, 
MacDonald opted for “Enter 
Sandman” by Metallica and enlisted 
the help of seven high school students 
from a Salem, N.H. dance studio. The 
four smaller girls in the dance dressed 
in pajamas and pigtails, while the 
other four wore black clothing and 
makeup and chillingly embodied the 
childhood fears none of us ever quite 
manage to shake. 

Not every student chose to 
express a serious emotion. In Colleen 
McCabe's creative choreography to 
Leonard Bernstein's “Fancy Free,” she 
along with Olivia Hansen and Renée 
Welcome became playful sailors chas- 
ing after pretty girls played by Dance 
Club president and vice-president 
Alicia and Jessica Twohig. This 
humorous piece was a clear audience 
favorite. 


Three of the lyric solos were so 
well-choreographed and strongly per- 
formed that they managed to stand out 
in spite of their genre's overabun- 
dance. 

Briana Emerson's dance to music 
by The Mountain Goats was effortless 
and accented by the kind of switch 
leaps that too many dancers attempt 
and too few can pull off. 

Ashley DeLeo wore her hair 
down for her performance to India 
Arie's “Swept Around,” and she 
moved naturally and easily to the 
music. 

The most impressive solo of the 
show was performed by Dance Club 
secretary Renée Welcome to music by 
Cindy Morgan. She began the dance 
with her hands tied together with 
black ribbon, and with simple yet 
effective choreography she conveyed 
the anger and frustration of being con- 
fined. Then halfway through the 
dance she broke out of her ties and fin- 
ished the performance adding graceful 
arm movements. 

Other noteworthy dances were 
Olivia Hansen's strong ballet to music 
from “The Nutcracker Suite,” Jessica 
and Alicia Twohig's “Remembrance,” 
and the sexy jazz trio to a Janet 
Jackson song choreographed by 
teacher Meredith Pellecchia. 

The show closed with an ensem- 
ble jazz performance to Kenny 
Loggins’ “Footloose,” choreographed 
by NECC alumnus Karrie Stang. The 
choreography was simple, but the 
dancers were impressively synchro- 
nized. For this piece, each performer 
dressed in her own interpretation of 
"80s chic, and it was a well-chosen and 
lighthearted finale. 
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“I’m bound by the Hippocratic oath to do anything 
| can to help people. My specialty? Cuddling.” 


by Aaron Warner 


ALL IVE DONE 
FOR THREE PAYS 15 SIT 


THANKS FOR GETTING 
ME OUT OF THE HOUSE, 


A College Girl Named Joe by Aaron Warner 


T. CANT BELIEVE LD 50 You 


WAVE TO TAKE THE EVIDENTLY 
HORRIBLE OM TWAT TEST. 1 
KNEW L DONT ACE TT, BUT ee PAvNE Wt 


HOW COULD I HAVE MESSE TUITION WAS 


UP SO BADLY?! 
: sy 4 = 3] 


worn. Amazing Aaronart com 


3. Trepara tom =|] Doeswt “execution” 
= — Came next 2 
* io. Prepara tien 
Conhinves’, thers 

break time, 
Seinfeld rervnS 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Has dinner 
5 Elevator man? 
9 Treble sign 
14 Vicinity 
15 Mischievous god 
16 Standard poem 
17 Go-betweens 
19 Eagle’s nest 
20 Callas and 
Shriver 
21 Pushy 
newcomer 
23 Pumps and 
loafers 
24 Church areas 
26 Tex-Mex item 
28 Virgil’s hero 
33 Hikers’ stops 
38 Stopped 
slouching 
39 Too 
40 Mark sale items 
42 Nothing in 
Nogales 
43 Beef entree 
45 Foxglove 
47 Small sofa 
49 Original Stoic 
50 Hits the 
keyboard 
52 Piano control 
57 Cuts to ribbons 
61 Spanish lady 
62 Soup spoon 
63 Positive 
statement 
66 Choice of 
conjunctions 
67 Carrie in “Star 
Wars” 
68 Otherwise 
69 Abrupt 
inhalations 
70 Antioch 
College’s first 
president 
71 Distiller grains 


DOWN 

1 Actress Emma 

2 Bathsheba’s 
husband 

3 __ of Aragon 

4 Beatles sexy 
lad 

5 Corrida calls 

6 Actor Cruise 

7 DDE 
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14 
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8 Skull cavity 
9 Pasture covers 
10 Guitarist Atkins 
11 Vega’s 
constellation 
12 Abu Dhabi ruler 


Solutions 


) 
\ =o 


LEARN How TO 
TAKE A HINT. 


oO 
ie} 
on 
o 


13 Supporting 
pieces 

18 Sticks it out 

22 Shell-game item 


24 Functioned 

25 Speak in verse 

27 Publicize 

29 Granny 

30 Space-saving 
abbr. 

31 BMW rival 

32 Hot tubs 

33 Automobiles 

34 vera 

35 Pre-coll..exams 

36 Mail 

37 Wise ones 

41 Martini 54 Lace mat 
ingredient 55 Cropped up 

44 Animal restraints 56 Bowling alleys 

46 Drunkard 57 Scoria 

48 CBS logo 58 Actress Turner 


51 Sacred song 
53 Be admitted 


59 Appends 

60 Food for hogs 

61 Penn or 
Connery 

64 Salton or 
Caspian, e.g. 

65 Amoral deed 


Ie) Aww LP SOI7G) Faw \arAS 9B OLw39 Sw vy SOOT NII! 
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1 ) ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) Early Tuesday, a 
Aries close friend may express a 
strong need for privacy or 
social isolation. Ironically, quiet 
reflections will greatly improve com- 
munications: encourage thoughtful- 
ness and wait for reliable social invi- 
tations. Later this week, long-term 
friends or potential lovers will reveal 
their deepest fears. Pay special atten- 
tion to social disputes, mistrust 
between relatives or private family 
disagreements. Important emotional 
breakthroughs will soon take prece- 
dence: stay open. 


re) TAURUS (April 21- 
Th May 20) Loved ones may 

this week propose unex- 
pected career changes. At present, 
business excitement and job specula- 
tion will inspire passionate debate, 
dramatic suggestions and unrealistic 
plans. Renewed ambition may prove 
more important than restructured 
goals: if possible, advocate indepen- 
dent thought and rekindled employ- 
ment dreams. Friday through 
Sunday, romantic overtures are 
warmly inviting: take time to explore 
newfound attractions. 


GEMINI (May 21- 

; June 21) Romance and 
long-term friendships may 

this week offer unique moments of 
intimacy. A recent phase of mistrust 
or lagging self-esteem will no longer 
restrict key relationships. After 
Thursday, ask gently probing ques- 
tions and expect genuine answers. 
For many Geminis a new era of emo- 
tional healing now begins: make sure 


loved ones understand your limits, 
goals and private needs. Late 
Saturday, a controversial invitation 
may trigger bold discussions: don't 
hold back. 


“Oo CANCER (June 22- 
C July 22) Job satisfaction is 
now on the rise: over the 
CANT next 12 days, many 
Cancerians will expand their abilities 
to accept or complete new assign- 
ments. Improved skills, special train- 
ing and, in some cases, a return to 
yesterday's forgotten career dreams 
will all prove worthwhile. Progress 
will be fast: share long-term plans 
with loved ones and ask for detailed 
advice. After Saturday, a close 
friendship may be briefly tested. 
Private versus public information is 
accented: remain cautious. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 

22) Group invitations may 

soon trigger rare discus- 

sions between loved ones. 

After Tuesday, planned events, senti- 
mental reunions or controversial 
family gatherings may create a pow- 
erful need for acceptance and for- 
giveness. Find positive ways to end 
unproductive disputes: your social 
attitude will be quickly adopted. 
Friday through Sunday, career or 
financial speculation is best kept pri- 
vate. At present, loved ones may feel 
exposed or challenged by new ideas: 


stay alert. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Someone close 
Virgo Tequires detailed career or 
financial advice. Over the 
next 10 days, governmental applica- 
tions, long-term debts or corporate 


to Pace University. 


Learn more 


Horoscopes 


permissions will inspire bold discus- 
sions. New job options or rekindled 
business partnerships demand seri- 
ous consideration: expect friends or 
relatives to actively explore all pro- 
posals. Late Friday, a new friend or 
colleague may reveal complex 
romantic feelings. Refuse to be 
derailed: an honest reaction will 
prove successful. 


8 LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

uw 23) After Tuesday, a 

Libra stalled friendship moves 
forward: expect valid progress con- 
cerning rare ethical triangles or lin- 
gering social doubts. Some Librans, 
especially those born after 1967, will 
also inspire renewed confidence 
between despondent friends, loved 
ones and romantic partners. Don't 
hesitate to act as mediator: your 
observations are meaningful. Later 
this week, a past employer or busi- 
ness partner may offer fast choices: 
check facts and figures for glaring 
errors. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Diplomacy 
Scorpio between colleagues is 
essential for team success. 
Over the next seven days, co-workers 
and managers may rely heavily on 
your ability to resolve silent disputes. 
Use humor, unique invitations or spe- 
cial compliments to address out- 
standing tensions: your empathy and 
attention to detail won't be forgotten. 
After Thursday, a complex family 
disagreement will be easily resolved. 
Pay attention to small financial 
errors: loved ones may need sincere 
encouragement. 


LEARN WHY YOU SHOULD 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) Private dis- 
4,» cussions between family 
GERI echyers or friends will 
this week build lasting trust. In the 
coming weeks, key relationships may 
evolve to new levels of acceptance 
and intimacy. Express complex ideas 
and watch for steady progress: social 
support, compassion or a renewed 
faith in shared goals will provide rare 
opportunities. After Wednesday, 
business and financial agreements 
are misleading. Carefully research all 
written proposals: faulty information 
will soon prove costly. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 20) Social trian- 
Capricorn gles and competing work- 
place loyalties are now 
unavoidable. Over the next six days, 
older colleagues may ask for special 
permissions, improved schedules or 
new assignments. Complex and pow- 
erful emotions are in operation: 
refuse to act as mediator and all will 
be well. Late Saturday, a sudden 
romantic invitation may strain family 
relationships. Shy or withdrawn 
friends may openly vie for your 
attention. Remain quietly detached: 
tensions may be high. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 

AWW Feb. 19) Before mid- 
week, a recent phase of 

isolation or miscommuni- 

cations in the home will 

end. Close relatives expect an honest 
emotional response: openly discuss 
all daily expectations and private 
obligations. Loved ones may be par- 
ticularly sensitive to issues of finan- 
cial duty, traditional roles or family 
loyalty. Offer sincere and meaningful 


promises. After Thursday, social 
invitations will expand your aware- 
ness. Creative change is healthy: use 
this time to foster new relationships. 


A work to your advantage: 

Pisces over the next 12 days, 
expect roommates, long-term friends 
or family members to respond posi- 
tively to new home suggestions and 
practical instructions. An attitude of 
gentle leadership will help estab- 
lished workable rules in previously 
strained relationships. Watch for 
important breakthroughs. Friday 
through Sunday, a close friend may 
ask for added patience. Difficult 
romantic or family decisions are 
highlighted: stay balanced. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Financial 
negotiations will now 


If your birthday is this week: 
Friends and lovers may be reluctant 
to make meaningful choices over the 
next six weeks. At present, private 
social fears or hidden family disputes 
may be a top priority for loved ones. 
If so, avoid serious discussions and 
wait for signs of progress: close 
friends, romantic partners and trusted 
relatives may now need extra time 
for contemplation. After mid- 
January, watch for a fast business 
proposal from a new friend or col- 
league. Remain cautious, however, 
and study small details: loan applica- 
tions, funding agreements or legal 
partnerships will require careful 
scrutiny. Much of 2006 will bring 
steady increases in business 
resources and financial security. 
Wait, however, until early February 
befe taking serious employment or 


investment risks. 


TRANSFER TO PACE UNIVERSITY 


Simple Transfer Credit Program: 


Pace will accept a maximum of 68 credits from accredited two-year colleges. 


Outstanding Scholarship Opportunities: 

Our prestigious Deans’ Scholarship program offers qualified 
students awards up to $9,000 per year. Due to limited funds, 
we encourage you to apply as soon as passible 


Over 80 Majors In The Following Areas: 


* Business 


* Computer Science 


* Education 


* Information Systems * Liberal Ans & Sciences * Nursing 


Outstanding Cooperative Education Program: 


Pace offers one of the largest, most successful Cooperative Education 
programs in the New York:City metropolitan area. Last year over 900 


undergraduate’ students eamed income and significant work experience 
in corporations, goverment, and non-profit organization. 


Guaranteed Tuition 


We guarantee that your tuition will not increase for up to five years, 
as long as you remain registered full-time. 


LACK 


UNIVERSITY 
A New York Success Story 


For more information, www.pace.edu or call 1-800-874-PACE ext A13 
New York * White Plains * Pleasantville/Briarcliff * Hudson Valley 
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Poe 
NEED HELP WITH YOUR WRITING ASSIGNMENTS? 


NOW OPEN! 
WRITING LAB FOR COLLEGE LEVEL COURSES 


C210 -SPURK BUILDING 
978-556-3431 
Walk in schedule — no appointment necessary! 


TUESDAY — 10:00AM — 2:00PM 
WEDNESDAY: 10:00AM — 2:00PM 
THURSDAY: 10:00AM — 2:00PM 
FRIDAY: 10:00AM — 2:00PM 
The Academic Resource and Tutoring Center is pleased to announce the new College 
Level Writing Lab, staffed by English Department faculty and Peer Tutors. Services 


are available for students enrolled in college level courses to provide assistance with 
research papers, essays, term papers, etc. 


Bring in your draft and writing assignment for help with: 
at Developing your thesis and topic 
at Writing introductions and conclusions 


at Organizing ideas and information 


FT Citing research sources 


eta iy Mat 
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Lady Knights finally take court 


Women’s basketball 
starts season slow at 
1 win and 4 losses 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The Lady 
Knights of 
Northern Essex 
graced the 
home court for 
the first time 
this season on 
Dec. 6. The 
Quinsigamond 
Chiefs were the 
opponent, and Northern Essex 
entered with a record of 0-1. 

Crystal Burgess took contro! of 


the game and posted 50 points to lead 
the Lady Knights to a 72-40 victory. 

Despite the successful home 
opener, the Lady Knights stand at 1- 
4 on the season. But after a pre-sea- 
son filled with uncertainty, just being 
on the court as a team is an accom- 
plishment. 

“They have been beating up on 
each other in practice since October 
and it was just good to let those frus- 
trations out on an opponent,” said 
head coach Tony Staffiere. 

Despite being on the court, it is 
bittersweet. Because of the presea- 
son turnout problems, the Lady 
Knights officially changed their sea- 
son from the varsity level to that of a 
club. Playing a season at this level 
makes the team and its players ineli- 
gible for national awards. 

“Its tough,” said  Staffiere. 
“Crystal was an all-American last 
year, and so far her numbers 
are better this year. With the 
season being the way it is, it 
will cost her a lot of hard- 
ware.” 

Even with the season not 
being official, Staffiere 
knows it could be much 
worse. 

“Tt is very easy to elimi- 
nate what is not there,” he 
said. “With no season, it 
would have been very easy 
for people to look at our pro- 
gram and say, ‘They didn’t 
have a season last year, do 
they need one this year?’ It 
; also makes it impossible to 
recruit if there is uncertainty 
as to whether or not there is 


R McAskill hoto ¥en a team to play for.” 


Staffiere has seen his 


Trish Aubin makes up the other team play extremely hard 
half of the Knights’ one-two and knows that even if the 


punch on offense. : 


season is not official, it is 


defiantly worth it. 

“These girls are ath- 
letes, and they keep the 
program going,” he said. 
“You never know when 
someone is going to come 
to a game and see that 
these girls are busting 
their butts and want to 
help. We are not using 
any of this as an excuse 
for this season. I 
approached every prac- 
tice and game as if it 
where varsity level.” 

For the Knights, it 
has been a struggle on the 
court. 

Crystal Burgess is the 
catalyst for the Lady 
Knights. Last week she 
posted over 100 total 
points in four games, and 
would have undoubtedly 
been a candidate for 
National Junior College 
Athletic Association 
player of the week. 

Along with Trish 
Aubin, they make as for- 
midable a one-two punch 
as any in the region. Both 
players are getting it done 
on either side of the court 
and are the leaders of the 
team. 

Shana Blaney, Merri 
Burr and Christine Costa 
round out the Knights’ 
starting five and have all 
shined at different 
moments this season. 
Anny Ramirez has beena | 
good complementary 
player off the bench as the 
sixth man, and Katherine 
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Rabbitt has contributed Crystal Burgess, right, the leader of the Lady Knights on the 


on the defensive end. 


court, stands next to coach Staffiere. 


Men’s basketball stays strong | 


Knights stand at 7-4, 
start creating 
national buzz 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The men’s basketball team set 
high goals for itself at the beginning 
of the season. As they close in on the 
halfway point of the season, those 
goals of contending for a national 
championship are becoming reality. 

The Knights stand at 7 and still 
have room for improvement. 

Willis Martinez, Ulises Espinal 
and Paul Nartiff have been the main 
offensive weapons for the Knights so 
far this season, and are the team’s top 
three scorers. 

Martinez’s output has come as a 
surprise to head coach Darren 
Stratton. 

“I expected Willis to post around 
10 points, five rebounds a night, but 
he has given so much more,” Stratton 
said. “He brings it to the table every 
night. He has been playing through a 
partially torn groin.” 

Nolan Murphy has also surprised 
some so far this season. 


“The Energy and effort that 
Nolan brings is infectious,” said 
Stratton. 

For the Knights, their philosophy 
of fast break, excjting basketball has 
been the key to winning. The Knights 
do lack the size to play a. slower form 
of basketball, but by quickly advanc- 
ing the ball and being more athletic 
than their opponent. 
they have earned a 
handful of wins for 
Northern Essex. 

Playing a _ fast 
break style of offense, 
however, requires 
strong defense and 
stops, and the 
Knights’ poor defen- 
sive play has cost 
them. 

“Defense is 90 
percent attitude,” said 
Stratton. “Over the 
break, we have to 
work on our team 
defense and rebound- 
ing. We do not have 
the ability to beat 
teams on raw talent 
alone.” 

In the National 
Junior College 
Att hs Foe. tice 
Association’s Nov. 29 


poll, the Knights found themselves 
ranked 16th in the nation in Division 
Ill. At the time they held a 6-2 
record. In the latest’ poll, out Dec. 6, 
the Knights have dropped out of the 
rankings. Two other Region 21 teams 
are ranked -- #10 Springfield 
Technical Community College and 
#14 Gateway Community College. 


Stratton did not tell his players 
that they had received the national 
attention. : ; 

“They found out on’ their own,” 
he said. “I don’t believe in statistics. 
All I believe in is the last team stand- 
ing. Nobody remembers who ‘made 
the Celtics beat en route to a champi- 
onship in 1986.” 


Northern Essex Communi ll 


2005/2006 Men Baske 


Opponent 


Gateway 
Holyoke 
Briarwood 
Massasoit 
Ben Franklin 
Mass Bay 


Uconn Avery Point 


Springfield 


ll Schedule 


Site 


Home 
Away 
Away 
Home 
Away 
Away 
Home 
Home 


All home games are held in the gym of the Sports and Fitness 
Center on the Haverhill campus and are free 


Knights at a glance 
Record : 7-4 © 


Individual leaders: 
all stats per game 


Points 

Willis Martinez 17 
Ulises Espinal 15 
Paul Nartiff 14 


Rebounds 
Willis Martinez 9 


Dana Spatichino 5 
Nolan Murphy 4 


Assists 
Ulises Espinal 5 
Willis Martinez 2 


Ulises Espinal 2 


‘Al Ruiz 1 
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Rec program looks to retool 


New events and clubs 
are to be added 
next semester 


By Ryan MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


The Recreation and Intramural 
program at Northern Essex will be 
receiving a facelift with the new 
semester. 

Currently there is a semester 


“schedule of events like pool and 


ping-pong tournaments, basketball 
themed contests, and outdoor sports 
like soccer and football. While the 
indoor contests are consistently a 
big draw, the outdoor events have 
trouble enticing participants. 

“We have been getting a lot of 
people down now for the indoor 
stuff like pool and ping-pong, but I 
can’t get people down here to throw 
a football outside for anything,” said 


Tony Staffiere, the head of the recre- 
ation program. 

Beginning in January, the pro- 
gram will be adding weekly groups, 
themed events, and upgrading 
prizes. 

With the new semester, Staffiere 
plans to bring a new feel to the cam- 
pus game room. 

“Next semester we are looking 
to expand,” he said. “I want to add 
some more weekly things. We are 
looking into Tuesday sports trivia, 
and since pool has been a big event, 
I am planning a Friday ‘Cue Club.’ 
Later on in the semester we will be 
having themed events like a tailgate 
party the Friday before the 
Superbowl and on baseball’s open- 
ing day, as well as bracket busters 
during March Madness.” 

Aside from the new events, there 
will also be new prizes. 

“Currently we give out T-shirts 
and free food to the winners and, 
depending on the numbers, to the 
participants as well,” said Staffiere. 
“Right now I have my one-man 


research team looking into getting 
us some new prizes. We are going to 
try and theme the prizes, like basket- 
balls for the winners of basketball 
contest.” 

The reason for the added events 
and contests is simple: Eliminating 
mundane activities and attracting 
new clientele. 

“T’ve been down here for a while 
now, and I am beginning to familiar- 
ize myself with the students who are 
down here regularly,” said Staffiere. 
“When we throw the tailgate party 
and say 10 more people than usual 
show up, they look around and say 
‘hey they have pool down here,’ we 
can spread the word.” 

Staffiere did not join the staff of 
the Sports and Fitness Center until 
September, so making any changes 
this semester was difficult. Also, 
next semester will see more athletes 
entering through the doors as four 
varsity sports, baseball and track 
and field will be starting up, and 
men’s and women’s basketball will 
be winding down. 


Pats define parody 


Despite setbacks, 
New England keeps 
winning 


By JONATHAN NICOSIA 
Contributing Reporter 


The National Football League is 
a league full of parody, but the New 
England Patriots have defied the 
odds and reigned supreme by win- 
ning three of the last four Super 
Bowls. Year in and year out team 
owners, head coaches and the 
national media have praised the 
Patriots organization for being able 
to stay at the top of the league with- 
out exceeding the salary cap or los- 
ing any vital cogs in their coaching 
staff. The continued winning ways 
of the Pats haye had many calling 
them the next dynasty in the NFL, 
but like all dynasties in football, 
they can only last for so long. 

“Even with all the injuries the 
Pats have, they are still good enough 
to get deep into the playoffs” said 
Patriots fan James Batten. “I think 
they will finish up this year 10-6, 
clinch the East and win the home 
field game in the first round. They 
have a shot to defend their champi- 
onship and continue the dynasty.” 

The Patriots were facing many 
questions this year as to whether 
they could maintain their “dynasty” 
and continue to be one of the elite 
teams in the NFL. Every week that 
passed, the answer became seem- 
ingly clearer—that there are too 
many factors that can destroy a 
dynasty as opposed to maintaining 
one. 

One constant was the coaching 
staff of the Patriots: Bill Belichick 
and his two coordinators Charlie 
Weis (offensive) and Romeo 
Crennel (defensive). Together they 
coached through many organiza- 
tions, winning rings with the New 
York Giants and the Patriots. This 


year however, Weis accepted a head 
coaching job with Notre Dame, and 
Crennel accepted the head coaching 
job for the Cleveland Browns. 
Belichick has since promoted Eric 
Mangini to defensive coordinator 
(defense ranks in bottom third of 
NFL), and Belichick has assumed 
the offensive duties himself (extra 
pressure). 

Bob Kraft (owner) and Bill 
Belichick prided themselves over 
not spending too much‘ to get one 
particular player, because no one 
was bigger than the team in their 
eyes. With that philosophy in mind, 
New England said goodbye every 
year to different players who helped 
build their dynasty feeling that they 
could find players who wanted to 
win more than get paid. 

Although that is partly true, you 
aren’t going to find the same level 
of talent in each player you sign as 
the ones you release. 

The team’s all-time leader in 
interceptions, corner back Ty Law, 
was released because he refused to 
take a pay cut from his annual 
salary. Offensive guard Joe 
Andruzzi, who has been a fixture in 
the offensive line, was not offered a 
competitive contract when he 
entered free agency. Although the 
list goes on, the real damage to the 
organization was the reputation it 
was getting throughout the NFL. 
One quote by ex-captain Lawyer 
Milloy sums it up: “You can’t feed 
your family off of Super Bowl 
rings.” 

Injuries as well as retirement are 
inevitable, and in order to win a 
Super Bowl, you have to avoid both. 
The Patriots did not have success in 
either front this season. The two 
major retirements were linebackers 
Roman Phifer and Ted Johnson. 
Both won all three rings with the 
Patriots and were key elements in 
the middle of the defense. Johnson 
excelled in stopping the run, and 
Phifer was great at dropping into 
pass coverage. 


If I were to list all the injuries 
the Pats suffered this year I would 
probably develop carpal tunnel syn- 
drome. It is almost comical that 
every week another player is getting 
placed on the injured reserve list 
and thus ending his season. When 
you look at the weekly injury report, 
there are usually no less then 12 
players on it. The majority of the 
injuries came in the Patriots sec- 
ondary most notably Pro Bowler 
Rodney Harrison, who tore his 
ACL, MCL and PCL, and although 
he vows to come back, the injuries 
may be career-ending. 

The one bright spot on the injury 
front was the return of middle line- 
backer Tedy Bruschi who suffered a 
stroke last year but then returned 
mid-season for a much needed emo- 
tional and physical boost to the 
defense. However, the Pats will be 
the first to tell you that one good 
player does not make a team great. 

Strength of schedule can make 
or break a team’s season. If you 
have one of the toughest schedules, 
you may be well-tested, but you 
may not be coming out with victo- 
ries in those games. Tough stretches 
in a schedule can hurt a team too. 
Say for instance you start a season 
facing six very good teams, and four 
of those games are on the road. 
With these circumstances, your sea- 
son may be over before it starts. The 
Patriots indeed had to play that 
schedule and came out of it at 3-3, 
keeping their season alive. 

There are just too many reasons 
why in the NFL today dynasties 
don’t exist or last for a long time. 
The Patriots have given a valiant 
effort so far with a record of 8-4, 
and the way the AFC east is built, 
they may not have to win another 
game to clinch the division. Parody 
is a good thing because it keeps the 
game competitive, but of course no 
one in New England wants to see 
parody in the NFL -- not now any- 
way. 


The Recreation Desk in the 
Sports and Fitness Center 
closes for the semester on 
December 14. There will be 
free food and pool from 12-1 
p.m. to celebrate a successful 
semester. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.)Who finished second to USC 
quarterback Matt Leinart in the 
Heisman Trophy voting in 2004? 


2.)Who was the first player from a 
California school to win the 
Heisman? 


3.)In 1946, Army and Notre Dame 
played to a famous scoreless tie 
at Yankee Stadium. Four players 
in that game won Heisman 
Trophies. Who were they? 


4.)Les Horvath of Ohio State won 
the Heisman in 1944, then later 
became a dentist. Name the other 
Heisman winner to also become a 
dentist. 


5.)Which recipient won the 
Heisman while playing for one Ivy 
League school, then became a 
dean at another lvy school after 
his playing career? 
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Health and Fitness Center hosts Holiday Party 


o 


f 7s : 
ad f 
be ‘ a FB... 


Lydia, 4 e Santa Claus, who made a special appearance at the party. 


Women’s Volleyball members Amanda Jankowski 
and Heather Fritz help children make ornaments. 


5 : kay 
Knights Basketball members show off their work. 


hae © 


A couple of display boards at the event, displaying information and freeibes about annual Chinese tradition and Kwanzaa. 
All photos by 
Liane Amico 


